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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of  Holy Trinity Catholic Church is to be 

one with each other and with Christ 

the Father  and each other so that the  Holy Spirit may make Christ 

known to the world in us through Word and Sacrament, Prayer and 

Service. 

December 11, 2016 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 



HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Advent...a misplaced season 
 

 Oftentimes people say things that get your attention and make you stop and think.  One such 

event happened to me the other day while reading about the Advent season. It was the observation that 

“the problem with Advent is that it is just before Christmas”. What! Yes, we can overlook the great   

beauty of this holy season by allowing the hectic pace, of these pre-Christmas weeks, to get in the way 

of the spirituality that the church offers us. Our prayers, songs, scripture readings, parties, even      

shopping    excursions are part of that spirituality...if we allow it to be. Did you ever pray for a parking 

spot at the mall? Did you ever give a second glance to the person wishing you God’s blessings which 

they hand printed on a piece of cardboard? What about the beautiful lights adorning the homes in your 

neighborhood? Can You make the connection between them and the star that shone in the sky the night 

Christ was born? What about the cards that are sent and received...do you see them as reminders to  

ponder and appreciate the Incarnation...that God sent us His Son in human form so that we could       

experience Emmanuel, God is with us? As you hear the Christmas songs and carols does it get your 

toes tapping and hearts excited that we really have something to be thankful for during Advent into 

Christmas season? 

 

 Perhaps we might spend time not o only paying attention but also praying attention. To what? 

Well, to the glories of God that are right in front of us. Rather than missing all of these “cues”...let’s use 

them to appreciate the true meaning of Advent. It’s time to celebrate our beliefs, to allow peace to enter 

out hearts and homes, to accept the promise, to pay attention that God is with us everyday and in all sit-

uations. So, the problem for me is not that Advent is just before Christmas but rather that sometimes we 

put “other things” before Christmas. A simple prayer to keep us on track: 

     “ Lord, help me to know you more intimately. 

     ...the grace to see you in all peoples, 

     … to accept your daily invitations, 

     ...and the wisdom to appreciate your blessings” Amen 

 

          Advent hope and blessings, 

         

  



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

December 12, 13 and 14, Parish Mission                                 
with Father Philip Chircop, SJ; 7pm to 8:30 pm 

 
December 15– Advent Penance Service— 7 pm 

 
December 24– Christmas Eve 

Masses at 5 pm and 9 pm 
Caroling 1/2 hour before Mass 

 
December 25– Christmas Day 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Masses are at 7 am , 9 am and 11 am 



Holy Trinity Church Presents: 

An ADVENT THREE-DAY MISSION 
December 12, 13, & 14 - 7 pm to 8:30 pm 

Given by Fr. Philip Chircop, S.J. 

 

The Mission theme is: 

“PRACTICING MERCY: kissed by mercy, embraced 

by love” 

“And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us.” (John 1:14) “This is what we celebrate on Christ-

mas day. This is the festival of faith we prepare for all through the waiting 

season of advent. And is this not perhaps God’s most gracious act of mercy to-

wards creation? God dropping from the heavens, entering our chaos, our pain, 

and our life, transforming it from the inside-out! 

It has been said that mercy is the capacity to enter the chaos of another, facili-

tating healing, wellness and wholeness in the process.   

In this parish mission, we will explore what it means to believe in a God whose 

mercy is fresh every morning and our call to practice mercy in all our            

encounters, on a daily basis.” 

 

Returning by popular demand, Fr. Philip…who is a blessing to all! 
“Fr Philip is a Jesuit priest born on the Mediterranean Island of Malta.  He has 

advanced degrees in Pastoral Theology, Communications and Spirituality. He 

has worked in high school, university and parish settings in various                

capacities.  In recent years, he has been mainly involved in retreat work and 

spiritual direction.  He is an artist at heart and madly in love with all things 

beautiful and soulful: music, painting, sculpture, photography, film, theatre, poetry, good 

company, good food, good wine and more.  He strongly believes that beauty is a uniquely 

wonderful entry into the mystery of the God ‘whose centre is everywhere and whose circum-

ference is nowhere.’  God can indeed be sensed and experienced in all things if we have ears 

to hear and eyes to see, if we have the patience to have a long, loving look at the real that 

surrounds us.” 

 

Parish Reconciliation will be Thursday, December 15, at 7 pm. 



 + = repose/in memory                h= health/healing       

st= safe trip/ travel                    hb= happy birthday 

wa = wedding anniversary       tg = thanksgiving 

si– special intention 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

The Giving Tree is here. If you 
have taken a tag please return 
the gift to the Parish office ,   
unwrapped by December 18 

This year we are working with 
Family Programs  Hawaii, which 
is a social services agency   

dedicated to strengthening children and fami-
lies with support and transition services 
throughout Hawaii. 

Thanks in advance for your generosity. 

Holy Trinity Parish                            

Adult Faith Formation  

 

Presents Catholics for Christmas 

 

We are excited to announce that 
we will have three adults receiving 
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist on 

Sunday, at the 9am Mass,          
December 18, 2016. 

Please keep them in our prayers as 

they open their hearts to the call of 

becoming part of our parish family. 

THIS SUNDAY 

December 11, 2016 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 Reading I: Isaiah 35:1-6A 

Reading II: James 5: 7-10 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

NEXT SUNDAY 

December 18, 2016 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Reading I: Isaiah 7:10-17 

Reading II: Romans 1: 1-7 

Gospel Matthew 1: 18-24 

   MASS INTENTIONS For This Week:   

Sunday, December 11-  5pm -Matthew Obando+                                     
Monday, December 12-   5pm—   John Driscoll+                              
Tuesday, December 13- 5 pm–                      
Wednesday, December 14–5 pm –Gabriel              
            Rodriguez-hb                          
Friday, December 16-    5 pm                                       
Saturday, December 17-  5 pm– John Lawrence  

Act Christmas 
Anonymous 

"It is easy to think Christmas, 
and it is easy to believe Christmas, 
but it is hard to act Christmas.” 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE   
CEREMONY 

 
We are pleased to welcome two of 

our younger  parishioners into the 

Order of Catechumens. This is the 

first step in their journey to         

receiving sacraments in our church community.  

Because they are not infants, and not yet adults, 

they are being prepared in a program similar to 

R.C.I.A. which adults attend to become Catholics. 

Ka’i’ulani  Savannah LeChantier and Gina Angelina 

Dung will be celebrating this Rite of Acceptance at 

the 5 pm Mass on December 17. 

Please keep these girls in your prayers as they 

journey to the sacraments at Easter Vigil. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
STEWARDSHIP AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

Lesson 26 
The Precious Gift 

Some 30 years ago, an earthquake wrecked incredible devastation in Ecuador. Sent to report on the destruction, a 

newsman witnessed a great act of charity. He observed a young girl as she stood in a long food line. It moved quick-

ly to where she was to receive some rice, a few canned goods and a banana. She looked ahead, she noticed a concern 

on the faces of the food distributors; the food was running low. It was then that she noticed three children sitting at 

the curb. Soon she was at the head of the line, but the only item left was a banana. She took the last item, a banana; 

then ran across the street to the three children. She took the banana, divided it into thirds and gave each child his 

portion. 

It was then that the reporter learned of his true story and for the first time saw the Face of God. 

                  
                                                                          Weekly Offerings   
    

Offerings                                            $          7,940.00           Major Maintenance & Repairs  $          2,343.00           

Thanksgiving                       $    10.00                     Immaculate Conception              $             15.00               

Augustine Ed. Fund                           $      5.00               Outreach                                            $               5.00                    

Retirement Fund  for Religious         $  176.00               Candles                                              $           229.01             

Thrift Shop                                        $ 1,685.45               

TOTAL: $12,408.46 


