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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of  Holy Trinity Catholic Church is to be 

one with each other and with Christ 

the Father  and each other so that the  Holy Spirit may make Christ 

known to the world in us through Word and Sacrament, Prayer and 

Service. 

December 18, 2016 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 



HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The Strategically Generous,  People of God 
 

Our Advent  season will soon be coming to an abrupt stop. The time of decorating, baking , gift     
buying, and running around will cease. The question is: “What type of celebrating will we be         
having?” I am a firm believer that we need to be strategic as well as spontaneous in our celebration 
of the Christmas season. There is a difference between these two ways of celebrating, spontaneous-
ly  and strategically. If we just celebrate with little or no forethought, that’s just waiting to see what 
happens, how we will pray , and how we will party. If we are a bit strategic meaning that we put 
some thought and planning in to it then it might yield us even more joy and blessings. 
 
If we look to the scriptures we can find many, far too many to cite here examples of key faith-
persons who planned in their lives and spiritualties, generosity. Abraham thought ahead of time to 
send gifts with his servant for Isaac’s wife. The Magi planned ahead of time to bring extravagant gifts 
for God’s Son. And God strategically showed His love, for us, by sending Christ while we were still 
sinning against Him. In Isaiah 32:8 we read…”But generous people plan to do what is generous, and 
they stand firm in their generosity.” Celebrating Christmas properly is what generous churches do. 
It’s also what generous followers of Christ do. We are extravagant in our prayers and the way we 
pray. We don’t take short cuts but give generously of our time to both community and private pray-
ing. We think about ways to better the lives of others and then provide generously to the best of our 
means. We can spend time with our loved ones and give from the generosity of our hearts and 
minds. We can ask our friends and family for some of their time  to quietly reflect on the birth of   
Jesus. All of these things take some time and planning otherwise they might never come about. 
Pope Francis touches on this spirit of generosity  when he preached a beautiful sermon several years 
ago and shared: ”The Mother of  Christ [knew how] to recognize God’s time. Mary made possible 
the Incarnation of the Son of God...thanks to her humble and brave “yes”. Mary teaches us to seize 
the right moment when Jesus comes into our life and asks for a ready and generous answer. And 
Jesus is coming. Each of us is called to respond, like Mary, with a personal and sincere “yes "placing 
oneself fully at the disposal of God  and of his mercy, of his love.” 
 
Like Mary we are called to be generous in all that we do as followers of her Son. Are we ready? 
Ready or not… Advent comes to a close and Christmas arrives...be generous now and forever. 
 
       Final blessing for this year, 
 
 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
 

December 24– Christmas Eve 
Masses at 5 pm and 9 pm 

Caroling 1/2 hour before Mass 
 

December 25– Christmas Day 
(Holy Day ) 



THE LEGEND OF THE CANDY CANE 
 

 There are many legends associated Christmas and one 

of them is the legend of the candy cane. 

 This legend says that a candy maker wanted to witness 

to Christ. And he decided on the candy cane. He chose a hard 

candy to represent Christ as the rock of ages. It’s shape      

represents “J” for Jesus or turned upside down a Shepard’s staff. 

The white of the  candy cane represents Christ purity. The candy maker had the red 

stripe represent the blood Christ shed for our sins. The three thinner stripes represent 

the stripes for being whipped for us by the Roman soldiers. If a candy cane also       

includes a green stripe, it is to represent that Jesus is a gift from God. The peppermint 

flavor is like hyssop a member of the mint family. Hyssop was used in the Old         

Testament for purification and sacrifice. Jesus is the pure Lamb of God and He was 

sacrificed for our sins. The message of the candy cane is Jesus Christ! 

 

SUMMARY OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  MEETING NOVEMBER 30, 2016 
 

 Our recent meeting focused on consolidating 

the completed Commitment Cards from November 

19-20 Masses. We developed a Ministry Worksheet 

and those who were committed were assigned to the    

respective ministries. A committee member was     

assigned to one or more ministries and will be       

contacting the Ministry Leader to share the names 

and    contact information of those who signed up. 

The   Ministry Leader in turn will work with each new     

minister to properly train him/her for this Ministry. 

 

 The Stewardship Committee expresses a sincere thankyou to all Parishioners 

who signed up for service to Holy Trinity and especially to Fr. Mike for his support for 

the success of this Ministry Weekend. We had 168 Parishioners committed to service 

in  42 different Ministries. Thank you one and all. 



        PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALTH ,                       

 COMFORT AND HEALING  

John Dubrovin                      Barbara Chainey             
Lauren Nicole                       Austen M. Dabboul    
Ella Dalton                          John William Kichak                                   
Lulu Lackey                        John Baricuatro Jr.              
James A.  Kichak                Lucina Barnachea                
John M. Kichak                  Josephine Armstrong           
Pat Marrack                                     

                         ETERNAL REST                                                                                                   
Adrian Kwock                         Nicolas W. Johnson               
Douglas Correa                      Vernon Tom                           
George Winter                        Dorothy Kenner                      
Nicholas  Freitas                    Edward Hoopii Sr.                  
Wanda Chock                        Philip Servis                           
Brian Joseph McKown                                           

Please advise the Parish Office when it is no   
longer necessary or  appropriate to keep names 
on the list, so we may use the space for future 

entries. 

 + = repose/in memory                h= health/healing       

st= safe trip/ travel                    hb= happy birthday 

wa = wedding anniversary       tg = thanksgiving 

si– special intention 

   MASS INTENTIONS For This Week:   

Sunday, December 18-  7 am –Maria Phi Nguyum                                     
       9 am                                    
                11 am                                      
Monday, December 19-   5pm—                        
Tuesday, December 20- 5 pm–                      
Wednesday, December 21–5 pm –  Nicolas William   
     Johnson  +                   
Friday, December 23-    5 pm—Richard Driscoll+                                
Saturday , December 24-5 pm                                  
               9pm                                                               

Christmas Eve Prayer 

Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968"Give 

us, O God, the vision which can see Your love in 

the world in spite of human failure. 

   Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of 

our ignorance and weakness. 

   Give us the knowledge that we may continue to 

pray with understanding hearts. 

   And show us what each one of us can do to set  

forward the coming of the day of universal peace." 

THIS SUNDAY 

December 18, 2016 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Reading I : Isaiah 7: 10-14   

Reading II : Romans 1: 1-7  

Gospel : Gospel Matthew 1: 18-24  

NEXT SUNDAY 

December 25, 2016 

The Nativity of the Lord 

Reading 1:  Isaiah 9: 1-6             

Reading II : Titus 2: 11-14 

Gospel  Luke 2: 1-14  

CRAFT GROUP 
 

The Craft Group is taking the holidays off. They 
will resume on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 
______________________________________ 
 

  Walkers, Wheel Chairs, Crutches and 

Canes. 

   We have several useable items that may be of   

assistance to anyone who might need them.  All of 

these walkers, wheel chairs, crutches and canes are 

available to anyone who needs them...free of 

charge.  Please call the office to arrange for a time to 

examine these items and hopefully provide them to 

someone who can put them to good use.  "Trying to 

do our best in recycling useable items." We do not 

need anymore. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
STEWARDSHIP AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

Christmas Shopping 

Traffic is heavy, the malls are crowded…hardly a parking space to be found. We’ve made our list…

checked it twice…let’s see…we have the Mailman, the Paper Boy, even something for Rover…but 

something is missing. What about our Church? Have we remembered to include Holy Trinity on our 

list? 

We well know that we cannot outdo God’s generosity, so let’s be generous to His Church so that in 

turn, Holy Trinity can better minister the needs of one another. 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

                  
                                                                          Weekly Offerings   
    

Offerings                                          $ 5,061.00                       Major Maintenance & Repairs  $          200.00                 

Christmas                   $    100.00                        Immaculate Conception            $       2,187.00             

Retirement Fund  for Religious       $  1,592.00                       Candles                                      $           203.16      

Thrift Shop                                       $ 1,129.60  

TOTAL:      $10,471.76 


