
 

 

 

 

 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
A Stewardship Parish 

 

December 8, 2019 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 
Masses: Saturday: 5 pm; Sunday: 7, 9 & 11 am; Weekdays: 5 pm  

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday: 3:45 - 4:15 or by appointment 

 
Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway, Honolulu, HI 96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2019 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday December 8, 2019 

Second Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading  Is 11:1-10 

2nd Reading Rom 15:4-9 

Gospel   Mt 3:1-12 

 

Readings for Sunday December 15, 2019 

Third Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading  Is 35:1-6a 

2nd Reading Jas 5:7-10 

Gospel   Mt 11:2-11 



 

 

 

APOSTOLIC LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 

ON THE MEANING AND IMPORTANCE OF THE NATIVITY SCENE 

THE ENCHANTING IMAGE 

(Part 1 of 4) 

 

1.  The enchanting image of the Christmas crèche, so dear to the Christian people, never ceases to arouse 

amazement and wonder. The depiction of Jesus’ birth is itself a simple and joyful proclamation of the 

mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. The nativity scene is like a living Gospel rising up from the 

pages of sacred Scripture. As we contemplate the Christmas story, we are invited to set out on a spiritual 

journey, drawn by the humility of the God who became man in order to encounter every man and woman. 

We come to realize that so great is his love for us that he became one of us, so that we in turn might become 

one with him. 

 With this Letter, I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in the days 

before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, prisons and 

town squares. Great imagination and creativity is always shown in employing the most diverse materials to 

create small masterpieces of beauty. As children, we learn from our parents and grandparents to carry on 

this joyful tradition, which encapsulates a wealth of popular piety. It is my hope that this custom will never 

be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be rediscovered and revived. 

2.  The origin of the Christmas crèche is found above all in certain details of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as 

related in the Gospels. The evangelist Luke says simply that Mary “gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn” (2:7). Because Jesus was laid in a manger, the nativity scene is known in Italian as a presepe, from the 

Latin word praesepium, meaning “manger”. 

 Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where animals feed. Hay became the first bed of 

the One who would reveal himself as “the bread come down from heaven” (Jn 6:41). Saint Augustine, with 

other Church Fathers, was impressed by this symbolism: “Laid in a manger, he became our 

food” (Sermon 189, 4). Indeed, the nativity scene evokes a number of the mysteries of Jesus’ life and brings 

them close to our own daily lives. 

 But let us go back to the origins of the Christmas crèche so familiar to us. We need to imagine ourselves in 

the little Italian town of Greccio, near Rieti. Saint Francis stopped there, most likely on his way back from 

Rome where on 29 November 1223 he had received the confirmation of his Rule from Pope Honorius III. 

Francis had earlier visited the Holy Land, and the caves in Greccio reminded him of the countryside of 

Bethlehem. It may also be that the “Poor Man of Assisi” had been struck by the mosaics in the Roman 

Basilica of Saint Mary Major depicting the birth of Jesus, close to the place where, according to an ancient 

tradition, the wooden panels of the manger are preserved. 

 The Franciscan Sources describe in detail what then took place in Greccio. Fifteen days before Christmas, 

Francis asked a local man named John to help him realize his desire “to bring to life the memory of that babe 

born in Bethlehem, to see as much as possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, 

how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he was laid upon a bed of hay”.[1] At 

this, his faithful friend went immediately to prepare all that the Saint had asked. On 25 December, friars 

came to Greccio from various parts, together with people from the farmsteads in the area, who brought 

flowers and torches to light up that holy night. When Francis arrived, he found a manger full of hay, an ox 

and a donkey. All those present experienced a new and indescribable joy in the presence of the Christmas 

scene. The priest then solemnly celebrated the Eucharist over the manger, showing the bond between the 

Incarnation of the Son of God and the Eucharist. At Greccio there were no statues; the nativity scene was 

enacted and experienced by all who were present.[2] 

 This is how our tradition began: with everyone gathered in joy around the cave, with no distance between 

the original event and those sharing in its mystery. 

 Thomas of Celano, the first biographer of Saint Francis, notes that this simple and moving scene was 

accompanied by the gift of a marvelous vision: one of those present saw the Baby Jesus himself lying in the 

manger. From the nativity scene of that Christmas in 1223, “everyone went home with joy”.[3] 

3. With the simplicity of that sign, Saint Francis carried out a great work of evangelization. His teaching 

touched the hearts of Christians and continues today to offer a simple yet authentic means of portraying the 

beauty of our faith. Indeed, the place where this first nativity scene was enacted expresses and evokes 

these sentiments. Greccio has become a refuge for the soul, a mountain fastness wrapped in silence. 

 

(Continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a 2nd Collection today for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Thousands of senior 

Catholic Sisters, brothers and priests spent years working in Catholic schools, hospitals and 

agencies, often for little or no pay.  Now their religious communities do not have enough savings for 

retirement and eldercare.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medications, 

nursing care and more.  Almost 94% of all donations aid senior religious.  Please consider donating 

today and if possible, be generous. 

 

If you bring your Angel Tree Gifts to Mass on Sunday, please leave 

them in the back of the church.  We will move them after each Mass. 

If you would like to bring your Angel Tree Gifts during the week, 

you’re welcome to bring them to the Church Office. 

 

 Why does the Christmas crèche arouse such wonder and move us so deeply? First, because it shows God’s 

tender love: the Creator of the universe lowered himself to take up our littleness. The gift of life, in all its 

mystery, becomes all the more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source and sustenance of 

all life. In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who comes to seek us out whenever we are confused or 

lost, a loyal friend ever at our side. He gave us his Son who forgives us and frees us from our sins. 

 Setting up the Christmas crèche in our homes helps us to relive the history of what took place in Bethlehem. 

Naturally, the Gospels remain our source for understanding and reflecting on that event. At the same time, 

its portrayal in the crèche helps us to imagine the scene. It touches our hearts and makes us enter into 

salvation history as contemporaries of an event that is living and real in a broad gamut of historical and 

cultural contexts. 

 In a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has invited us to “feel” and 

“touch” the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself in the Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow 

him along the path of humility, poverty and self-denial that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross. 

It asks us to meet him and serve him by showing mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need 

(cf. Mt 25:31-46). 

 

FRANCISCUS 

Given in Greccio, at the Shrine of the Nativity, on 1 December in the year 2019, the seventh of my Pontificate. 

  

[1] Cf. Thomas of Celano, First Life, 84; Franciscan Sources, 469. 

[2] Ibid., 85; Franciscan Sources, 469. 

[3] Ibid., 86: Franciscan Sources, 470. 



 

 

Stewardship Corner  Lesson  180 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

The Will of God 

“...according to your word.” (Luke 2:38) 

On Monday, we will be celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Mary conceived without original sin. 

Declared a dogma of faith by Pope Pius IX in 1854.  Mary said “yes” to the angel Gabriel and “yes” to God.  

Things like this can happen in our lives as well, perhaps not as significant as an apparition from an archangel, 

but conceivably as difficult to comprehend.  While we try hard to succeed, we may not see the results of our 

labors anywhere on the horizon.  Things just are not falling into our plan.  A wise grandmother’s favorite 

expression was to “let go and let God.”  Consider this adage when confronted with challenging situations.  Have 

faith and say “yes” to God.  Try to see it His way; try to live life as Mary did, with the commitment of our faith.  

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Nov 30 and Dec 1, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Major Maintenance and Repair 

November 2019 E-Giving Total (Monthly Report)   $12,740.00 

 

 

YOUR ADVANCE DIECTIVE FOR FUTURE HEALTH CARE  -  PART II 

 

 

HOW CAN I ENSURE THAT MY ADVANCE DIRECTIVE IS HONORED? 

Share copies and talk with your agent, loved ones, family, and others who will be involved in your care. 

Discuss it with all your doctors and ask all of them to insert your Advance Directive into your medical 

records. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 

(in accordance with the Uniform Health Care Decisions Act, 1999) 

You can obtain an online form by visiting www.kokuamau.org/resources/davance-directives  

Or by calling 585-9977.  You do not need an attorney to complete this form.  . 

PART 1 – HEALTH CARE POWER OF ATTORNEY, YOUR AGENT 

Select one or more persons to be your agent and make health care decisions if you are unable. The person 

you appoint can be a spouse, adult child, friend, or any other trusted person. Your agent cannot be an owner 

or employee of a health care facility where you are receiving care unless they are related to you. 

PART 2 – INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION 

Give instructions to your doctor and others about any aspect of your health care.   

Ask two witnesses to sign and date the form.  Both must be people you know. They cannot be health care 

providers, employees of a health care facility, or the person you choose as an agent. One person cannot be 

related to you or have inheritance rights. 

Notary Public.  If you do not have 2 witnesses, your Advance Directive must be notarized. You have the right to 

revoke or change your Advance Directive at any time orally or in writing. Be sure to tell your agent and doctor. 

WHO CAN HELP ME COMPLETE MY ADVANCE DIRECTIVE? 

Talk with your health care provider and your health plan representative. 

Legal Aid Senior Hotline: 1-888-536-0011 

Oahu: UH Elder Law Program, 808-956-6544, www.hawaii.edu/uhelp 

Offerings $8,091.88 MMR* $2,828.00 

Candles $307.61 St. Rita’s Food Bank $829.00 

Neo Way Community Mass $203.00 Charismatic Healing Mass $159.00 

Campaign for Human Development $235.00 TOTAL $12,653.49 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please advise the Parish Office when it is no longer necessary or 

appropriate to keep names on the list,  so we may use the space for future 

entries. 

Health and Healing 
 

John Baricuatro Jr. 

John Baricuatro Sr. 

Morris Campos 

Katherine Caracciolo 

Alexander Chun 

Geneva Colon 

Jody Kamahele 

John Kichak 

Beverly Parente 

Nilda Ramos 

Mary Louise Sandla 

Eternal Rest 
 

Honesto Cabrera 

Mercedes Cabrera 

Thomas Lee Collins 

Richard E. Hughes 

Katherine McCauley 

Anissa Peralta 

Benjamin Peralta Jr. 

Dominador Peralta 

Virgilio Peralta 

James G. L. Souza 

 

 

TRIM OUR CHURCH 



 

 

 

 

 

Next Family Promise Weekend is January 12-19, 2020 

If you can volunteer or lend a  helping hand with Family Promise and haven’t had a chance to sign up, please fill 

out this section and drop it in the collection basket at any mass.  We will have the coordinator for that task 

contact you. 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________  Telephone No: ____________________________ 

⃣ Set up Makai House before guests arrive. 

⃣ Donate groceries, cleaning supplies, household items, personal items for family members. 

⃣ Prepare dinner for families. 

⃣ Clean Makai House after guests leave. 

⃣ Take laundry home to do. 

 


