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Masses: Saturday: 5 pm; Sunday: 7, 9 & 11 am; Weekdays: 5 pm  

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday: 3:45 - 4:15 or by appointment 

 
Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday March 29, 2020 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

1st Reading  Ez 37:12-14 

2nd Reading Rom 8:8-11 

Gospel  Jn 11:1-45 

  
Readings for Sunday April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

1st Reading  Is 50:4-7 

2nd Reading Phil 2:6-11 

Gospel  Mt 26:14-27 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 
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Lazarus is sick, his sisters are sorrowful, all of them are loved. Lazarus, whose name means 'helped', was brought back from death. The creator raises His 
own creation so 'that' the Son of God may be glorified. We should realize that God is not the origin of whatever  caused  him to be sick and die. God doesn't 
use suffering to prove His strength but rather has us look forward, towards the future, that He has ultimate power over death. An interesting point to this 
gospel-lesson is that Jesus is the author of life and while He was away from these three siblings, death had four days to do its work through Lazarus' illness 
but death doesn't hold Lazarus forever, God does. 
 
The resurrection story of Lazarus is quite unique among all the other resurrections that Jesus performed and are noted in our gospel pages. We recall that He 
raised up the daughter of Jairus, a key figure of the synagogue. He also raised  up the only son of a widow whose funeral procession He encountered as they 
were leaving their town for the cemetery.  And let's not forget the Centurion's son who was healed from his supposed 'death-bed', by the words of healing 
from Jesus. 
 
In doing a bit of research into this powerful story of life being restored, I discovered that St. Peter Chrysologus had some deep insight into this scripture 
passage. He pointed out what Mary and Martha did not say to Jesus. "His sisters sent a message to Jesus saying, 'Lord, the one that you love is sick.' By these 
words they appeal to His affection, they lay claim to His friendship, they call upon His love, urging their familiar relationship with Him to persuade Him to 
relieve their distress. St Augustine further explains, what they did not say. 'They did not say, "Come, for the intimation was all that was needed for one who 
loved". They did not say, "Come, and heal him, nor did they venture to say, "Command there, and it shall be done here. These women said nothing like this, 
but only, 'Lord, behold he whom you love is ill...as if to say: "It enough that you know." 
 
Augustine preached that Jesus is not one who loves and then abandons those He loves. We are also told that friends of Christ do suffer, even terrible things. 
But those who claim true friendship with Jesus realize that they have to be patient and endure such hardships as a sign of their faith in Jesus. We see that 
these sisters, Mary & Martha, had great faith and friendship in Jesus. Perhaps they understood that He wouldn't love them and then abandon them. Our gos-
pel writer John points this out by calling attention to their faith in Him 
 
There are two more reflection points that I'd like to share with you (since I have more time to write this, and you surely have more time to read it.) The first 
is from St. Andrew of the Greek Isle of Crete. He examined Martha's words when she said ,'Lord, if you had been here...' He asks if we see her faith and her 
undoubting mind. In two ways she affirmed that He was both God and the giver of life, even if she seems a bit doubting. He goes on to ask the question: 
"What are you saying, Martha?" Your reasoning is false. For He was there and has been and still is present everywhere." A second reflection is by St. Atha-
nasius who reflected on the line of Jesus: "I am the Resurrection and the Life." He wrote that Jesus 'is the voice of life that awakens the dead. He is the good 
odor that takes away the foul odor. He is the voice of joy that takes away sorrow and grief...He is the comfort of those who are in grief. Those who belong to 
Him are given joy by Him. He is the joy of the whole world. He gladdens all of His friends and rejoices with them.  Indeed, He is the bread of Life." 
 
How powerful and appropriate are these words to us as we endure our Lenten confinement. My brothers and sisters be filled with encouragement. As Laza-
rus only remained in his tomb for a short while, we will eventually be set free from our homes to resume our normal lives. These days are somewhat foreign 
to most of us...homebound and separated from family, friends, co-workers and neighbors. The days too will pass. Remain safe and healthy. Continue to do 
intercessory prayer for the sick, dying, and those taking care of them. Also, lets pray for ourselves that we will be instruments of the Lords peace even if it's 
to a select few around us. 
 
                                                                                                  Happy and a Blessed Lent, 

 

 

Lazarus Sunday



 

 

Stewardship Reflection 196 

 

 

 

Humility 

“Be merciful to me.” (Luke 18:13) 

Consider the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  we look back on our lives, 

we may, like the Pharisee, honestly believe that we are leading a good life, we believe 

we are honest, generous and satisfied with our life.  The Tax Collector, on the other 

hand, gave a truly honest assessment of his life. “Be merciful to me.”  Lent is half over 

and our Penance Service, scheduled for Monday, is unfortunately cancelled.  But let’s 

take this new opportunity to evaluate our life.  Let’s seek God’s forgiveness, turning to 

humility.  In these uncertain days we can find ways to help and support one another.  A 

phone call to check on an elderly neighbor, reminding our spouse and children how 

much we love them, praying for each other are ways we can be good stewards of His 

gifts.  Let's remember to keep being generous with our Church; for even though it is 

closed, the business of our church continues.  Utility bills come due and salaries have to 

be paid; maintenance to our physical plant continues.  So let's use our gifts in the true 

spirit of humility; let’s continue to support our church.  Happy Lent. 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the Coronavirus #1 

 

 

Many parishioners are beginning to feel the strain of this self-imposed quarantine.  We’re not at work, sharing 

last night’s game.  We’re not at our favorite restaurant solving the problems of the world.  We’re not out and 

about at the shopping mall.  We are, however, at home perhaps looking for things to do.  There are only so 

many movies on Netflix, likewise books on our kindles.  But we are talking to one another, something we 

haven’t seen in years, be it only over the fence.  But, believe it or not, there is always a silver lining in every 

cloud, likewise with Coronavirus. 

1. Although it’s been several months, new cases are declining in China and South Korea. 

2. The internet has become a tool, allowing us to communicate with friends and family both near and far 

away. 

3. We’ve come to appreciate nature more.  The view from our lanai or our yard of the sky, the mountains 

and the fauna. 

4. We are taking walks; even holding hands. Good for families. 

Raining?  Stuck at home?  Hallmark is reviving Christmas movies.  Not a Hallmark fan?  Search for on-line 

concerts (there is a new Willie Nelson release) 

Remember that the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost.  We’re learning to value our health 

and to care for one another.  It’s the hope of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over, that we 

remember these temporary losses and learn from them, learn to remember their value when the good times 

return.  Happy Lent! 



 

 


