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Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Seed that falls to the ground will yield a fruitful harvest.” 

Farmers want a good yield from their fields, the business world desires financial success from their 

investments, and churches seek to provide plentiful spiritual nourishment for their congregations.  In each of 

these cases there is the desire to show something for their time and resources expended.  Jesus’ parable of 

the sower and the seed illustrates this point when it comes to the Word of God.  Outlining the various ‘types’ 

of soil, He brings the reader to the obvious conclusion that the ‘good soil’ is the person who hears the Word of 

God and understands it.  Hearing means being open to what Gods message has in store for you as an 

individual and our parish community as a congregation. 

Reflecting upon this wonderful parable has gotten me to consider how we are doing at scattering the seed and 

then reaping in the harvest.  There are some parallels between this gospel-lesson and our current situation, 

here is my perspective. 

Preparing the Field for the Soil. 

After several months of planning, our Gymnasium is the fertile ‘field’ that was ready for us to occupy.  Like a 

farmer’s field prior to it being planted, we strategized as to the full use of its size for the eventual ‘planting’ of 

our chairs.  A farmer tries to ensure enough space for each seed and its potential crop.  We tried, and 

succeeded, in doing the same thing by appropriate spacing, aligning in rows, and then the placing of sturdy 

seats…even if they are not the most comfortable!  So far, we have properly and safely provided for everyone 

who attends Mass. 

Caring for the field. 

The ongoing care, watering, and weeding are essential to the growth of any crop.  In this area we have been 

particularly conscious of sanitizing so the weeds (aka: the germs of Covid-19) do not find a place to grow in 

our ‘field’.  A process of micro-fogging the entire Gym-Church is done after each Mass that is celebrated there.  

A safe disinfectant is being used that is approved for the space and seats that we are occupying.  Also, hand 

sanitizers, and face masks, are necessary for all of us “workers” who come to hear the Word of God and 

receive Holy Communion. 

Seeds or Seedlings? 

A farmer has a choice to either plant seeds or young plants that have already sprouted.  Today we will begin 

looking at our “seedlings”…also known as the children of our parish.  Besides their parents who care for their 

bodily needs, we as a parish must provide for their continued spiritual nourishment and growth.  Elsewhere on 

our Parish Website (holytrinitychurchhi.com) are the 2 Registration documents that need to be completed for 

both new and returning students.  Once we have an idea of how many children we need to accommodate, we 

will be able to figure out how much classroom space is needed.  Not to Worry….  all safety precautions will be 

taken. 

Weeds and Weeding! 

Farmers, gardeners, and even pastors must deal with issues (weeds) that need to be pulled out or cutdown for 

the life of the future crop.  In this regard I have stopped, deleted, or suspended any services and supplies that 

we currently do not need, and which would be an unnecessary expense to the church at this time.  

Subscriptions have been suspended, yard service has been cutback by 50%, unnecessary costs have been 

eliminated.  These weeds (aka: bills) had to be re-evaluated given our current situation of a smaller 

congregation attending Mass.  I have made every effort to spend only what is necessary.  I have always kept a 

strict eye on the way we use your generous contributions, but more so now. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proposed Parish Budget was recently submitted to the Diocese and was approved 

by them and our own Finance Committee.  Here is our budget for the next Fiscal Year: 

July 1,2020 to June 30,2021. 

 
 

 



 

 

Saint Veronica Giuliani – July 9th  

Veronica’s desire to be like Christ crucified was answered with the stigmata. 

Veronica was born in Mercatelli, Italy.  It is said that when her mother Benedetta was dying she called her five 

daughters to her bedside and entrusted each of them to one of the five wounds of Jesus.  Veronica was 

entrusted to the wound below Christ’s heart. 

At the age of 17, Veronica joined the Poor Clares directed by the Capuchins.  In her first years in the monastery, 

she worked in the kitchen, infirmary, sacristy, and also served as portress.  At the age of 34, she was made 

novice mistress, a position she held for 22 years.  When she was 37, Veronica received the stigmata.  Life was 

not the same after that. 

Church authorities in Rome wanted to test Veronica’s authenticity and so conducted an investigation.  She lost 

the office of novice mistress temporarily and was not allowed to attend Mass except on Sundays or holy days.  

Through all of this Veronica did not become bitter, and the investigation eventually restored her as novice 

mistress. 

Though she protested against it, at the age of 56 she was elected abbess, an office she held for 11 years until 

her death.  Veronica was very devoted to the Eucharist and to the Sacred Heart.  She offered her 

sufferings for the missions, died in 1727, and was canonized in 1839.  Her Liturgical Feast Day is 

July 9. 

Why did God grant the stigmata to Francis of Assisi and to Veronica Giuliani? God alone knows the 

deepest reasons.  The external sign of the cross is a confirmation of these saints’ commitment to 

the cross in their lives.  The stigmata that appeared in Veronica’s flesh had taken root in her heart 

many years before.  It was a fitting conclusion for her love of God and her charity toward her 

sisters. 

Workers in the field. 

These past few months have been a challenge for this ‘farmer’, your Pastor.  We have been fortunate enough to 

have qualified for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) which is the Federal Loan designated to provide a 

direct incentive for small businesses to keep their workers on the payroll.  SBA will forgive loans if all employees 

are kept on the payroll for the full 8 weeks of the program.  We qualified for $32,900.00 and 75% was used for 

lay-employee salaries and benefits with the remaining 25% being applied to utility bills which were an 

acceptable expense.  By following the mandated rules, what started as a ‘loan’ was then turned into a ‘grant’ 

which we do not have to pay back.  Praise God! 

“Bearing fruit and yielding a hundred, or sixty, or thirtyfold.” 

The Gospel parable ends on a high note with the seed sown on rich soil producing abundantly.  Despite these 

challenging past few months, so many of you have been providing the resources ($$$$) to keep our parish up 

and running smoothly.  Many of you have faithfully mailed in your weekly collection envelopes, continued your 

On-Line giving, given large donations, or filled the calabash bowls on your way out of Mass.  I know that these 

are hard times for many of you, but your generosity is even more of a blessing to us now.  Your sacrificial giving 

is a sign that you accept ownership of the parish.  And for this I am grateful and feel blessed. 

The sower does not work alone. 

Our daily situation in the world, state, an even our parish changes often.  Our future seems uncertain, but St.  

Paul gives us reason to hope.  “Brothers and Sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as 

nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us.” Paul is encouraging us to look beyond our current 

situation with hope.  Yes, there are still many uncertainties, but we need to be practical and prayerful in 

addressing the ongoing needs of ourselves, our families, and our church.  Do what you need to do, to remain 

safe and healthy.  Our current church attendance is averaging about 240 people per weekend…about 1/3 of our 

usual congregation size.  Those who feel sick, compromised by large gatherings, or unsure about attending Mass 

now…do what you are comfortable with.  No one should feel pressured to attend Mass….let’s wait and see what 

the future brings…and hopefully you will be able to return to worship with us.  For those of you who have 

returned….  Welcome Back!  

A question that I am frequently asked is when we will be able to return to the church building.  My answer is 

always the same: “when we no longer have to wear face masks, sit 6 feet apart, and disinfect the worship space 

after each mass.  That time will come, a new ‘normal’ will have to be observed and we will be a better and 

healthier parish…both physically and spiritually.  Thank you for being both part of the sowing and the reaping of 

God’s Word and blessings. 

Always in His Name, 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/sacraments


 

 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 

QR “Online  

Giving Code 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday July 12, 2020 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading  Is 55:10-11 

2nd Reading Rom 8:18-23 

Gospel  Mt 13:1-23 

 

Readings for Sunday July 19, 2020 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading   Wis 12:13 

2nd Reading  Rom 8:26-27 

Gospel   Mt 13:24-43 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the CoronaVirus #16 

GOOD NEWS as week 16 begins, we are now entering another week of celebrating Mass at Holy Trinity Church 

(in our gym) as Fr Mike’s successful social distancing, mask wearing, sanitizing policy has become a reality. 

The coronavirus is still with us but Phase 2, our “new normal,” is going well.  Look for Fr. Mike's 

announcements and information at Holy Trinity Church.  They will be posted on our website 

www.holytrinitychurchhi.org.  Let’s continue the virtue of patience.  Let’s join with Pope Francis and pray for 

an end to this pandemic. 

And now, for more good news: 

• The UH football team is in voluntary training camp doing their part for the “new normal” season.  Now it’s 

up to the Stadium Authority, and us as well, to prepare for our “new normal” checkerboard seating at the 

opening game with UCLA next month. 

• The Chicago Tribune reported that the Chicago Symphony Orchestra celebrated a 4th of July themed 

performance with John Philip Sousa marches and Louis Armstrong classics on the front yards of 

picturesque homes in Oak Park, Il. 

• Willie Nelson, age 87, has released his 70th solo album recently: First Rose of Spring. 

• The UK eases restrictions on pubs, restaurants, cinemas and theme parks. 

• Washing your hands is still the best and least expensive method to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

• When it comes to CoronaVirus, common sense is not so common.  Choose common sense anyway.  Keep 

wearing your mask. 

Keeping up to date with Holy Trinity is easy.  Check our website for the latest news and do make your 

reservation for Mass at www.holytrinitychurchhi.org  

Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost.  We’re learning to value our health and 

to care for one another.  It’s the prayer of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over, that we 

remember the sacrifices we’ve made and learn to appreciate what we have.  Let’s look forward to returning to 

the “new normal” church, our seat and most of all, to the neighbor sitting beside us, even if at 6 feet away.  

Let’s remember the value of what we have when the good times return.  Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home.  

You may have noticed a flag on the 

flagpole. in front of the Holy Trinity 

Center.  This flag is only temporary as 

a large flag has been ordered. 

But the flag that flies today is a very special flag 

indeed.  It flew over the USS Arizona at Pearl 

Harbor on July 4, 2004.   

A reminder of the great sacrifice made and to 

never forget!  God Bless America. 

http://www.holytrinitychurchhi.org
http://www.holytrinityhi.org


 

 

Stewardship Corner Reflection 211 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

Mercy to The Needy 

“Mercy to the needy is a loan to God and God always pays back these loans in full.”  

(Proverbs 19:17)  

A friend of mine is an avid follower of poker tournaments.  Not a gambler himself, he considers these 

tournaments a sporting event.  He is intrigued by the skill of the professional player.  They begin with 100’s of 

tables with each player wagering up to $10,000 as a buy-in; leading to the excitement of the final table, only a 

few remaining players, each with stacks of chips.  The climax builds until one announces ”I’m all in.”  He 

gestures his chips forward and stands up, all smiles.  This is the moment he has been waiting for, the huge 

payout or the long ride home.  So, are we ready to go “all in” with the Lord?  Let’s take a faith check.  I doubt 

we could do what Jesus did; but He did.  He trusted His Father, to the cross.  He took His life through death to 

Divine Life and He did it for us.  Today, we have the Holy Spirit to encourage and guide us in life, be our 

problems large or small.  So, when our faith is tested, remember that God repays his loans, not just at face 

value, but with interest.  Let’s trust in Him to be there with us.  Let’s go “all in” with God.  Let’s be good 

stewards of His gifts, showing mercy to the needy. 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and E-Giving for July 4 and 5, 2020 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Offerings $12,686.00 

MMR $2,080.00 

TOTAL $14,766.00 

 

But JESUS said “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; f or the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these”  Matthew 19:14  

 

 

As a long time parishioner of Holy Trinity, I am humbled to serve as Religious Education Coordinator for the 

year 2020-21.  My name is Patricia Nevada, last year I was a helper for Grade 1 and 2 Religious Education 

students, the years before that, a helper for high school Confirmation students and even before that, teacher to 

Reconciliation and First Communion students when we first moved out here from St Ann’s Church in Kaneohe 

15 years ago. 

Registration for Religious Education will commence on July 25, 2020 and end on August 22, 

2020.  Kindly download the form from our parish website, fill it in and return to the parish office 

promptly.  The fee is $50.  Tentative start date is the weekend of September 19-20 , 2020. 

Logistics will be determined when the number of Religious Education students is finalized. 

Peace be with you! 

Patricia Nevada 



 

 

Excerpt from 06/24/2020  The Hawaii Catholic Herald 

Sarah and David Herrmann: The church never closed! 

While there has been a huge loss of life with this pandemic, countless blessings will also come forth from this. 

Many lessons learned can become part of our “new normal”: 

♥ Not taking for granted the time we spend with our friends and family 

♥ Appreciating our teachers and the love they have for our kids 

♥ Allowing the oceans and nature to breathe 

♥ Having the time to pray and be grateful for all we have 

♥ Enjoying taking things more slowly, and reducing the hustle in our lives 

♥ Appreciating when our store shelves our stocked 

♥ Praying for those impacted by the virus 

♥ Enjoying when we can see each other’s smiles 

♥ Doing something as a community for the greater good 

♥ Going to Mass and receiving communion 

♥ Appreciating the time we spend together, versus the things we have 

♥ Giving hugs 

♥ Appreciating all first responders 

♥ Bringing faith into our own homes and praying together as family 

♥ Revitalizing the domestic church in our own families 

May we remember these last few months not as a terrible time when our economy stopped, but as a time when 

we were able to rediscover those whom we love the most. The most precious gifts we have are the time we 

spend with others and reaching out to those who are suffering. Out of darkness, a bright light emerges, the 

light of the Resurrection, the light that comes from the Spirit at Pentecost. 

♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥ 

 

At Home With The Word guides you to a deeper understanding of the 

Sunday Scriptures, providing the readings for this liturgical year, insights 

from Scripture scholars and action steps.   

If you would like a copy of the 2021 At Home with the Word please fill 

out the order form below and place in an envelope along with your 

payment of $9.00 per book (cash or check made out to Holy Trinity 

Church) and you can drop it in the collection basket, bring it in to the 

Church Office or mail it to the Church Office, Attention Jenifer.   

We will let you know when the books arrive and are ready for pick up. 

2021 AT HOME WITH THE WORD 

I would like to order a copy of the 2020 AT HOME WITH THE WORD. 

 

NAME:    

# of Copies Ordered (       ) Date Ordered:    

Telephone No:  Email:    

Amount Paid:  __________     Check        Cash 


