
 

 

 

 

 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
A Stewardship Parish 

 

September 6, 2020 

Time After Pentecost 

23rd  Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday 9:00 to 10 00 am. 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturdays: 4:30 pm  Sundays:  8:00 am  / 10:30 am 

Mondays: 6:00 pm  Tuesdays: 9:00 am 

Wednesdays: 6:00 pm  Fridays:  10:00 am 
 

Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

“Harden not your hearts.” 

The Responsorial Psalm for this weekend's Masses tells us what is needed to live well 

as a community of peace and hope.  We must listen to the voice of God and apply it to 

our daily lives and help others to do the same.  The refrain for Psalm 95 is: “If today 

you hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” Yes, this is easier said than done and if 

there is any time in our lives where it is applicable, it is now! 

An honest question that we should ask ourselves as a parish community is: How has the 

pandemic and all its limitations changed our life as a faith community?  During these past few months, it has been 

a challenge not to “harden our hearts” and let our spirits be dampened.  The ongoing pandemic has certainly tried 

to beat us down and make us lose heart in everything.  But, rather than surrender, and become one of its victims, 

we need to stay hopeful and celebrate the blessings that we have in our families and parish.  Our world and 

specifically our church will certainly experience changes and what we will become remains to be seen.  Despite the 

many changes and limitations, that we may have to accept, we will remain strong and united if we remain close to 

our faith and God.   

It is obvious that a major impact on our community is the dwindling numbers or people attending Mass and being 

able to meet for programs and meetings.  Our community at this time last year had some 600 people attending 

weekend masses.  Now, there are about 250 who regularly attend on the weekends.  Our Gym-Church can seat 140 

and now only about 80 seats per Mass are occupied.  We have heard the Lords voice so we will not “harden our 

hearts.”  That we can have Mass is a blessing, and we should not be overly concerned about the attendance 

numbers.  

An important part of any parishes life and energy are its Formation Programs.  From the instructing of our Keiki to 

the spiritual nourishment of our adult parishioners, we will do what is necessary to strengthen the faith life of 

everyone.  This is not an option but a necessity for the Body of Christ to continue living and growing.  Here too we 

are experiencing the impact of the pandemic.  After a month of On-Line registrations for our Religious Education 

program for children (CCD) we have only one new child and six returning children enrolled.  We will not “harden 

our hearts” but will provide good and solid classes in the Faith for these children.  The same is true for our parish 

R.C.I.A.  program that has one gentleman inquiring about the Catholic faith and wishes to join our church.  Our 

team of Instructors are ready, willing, and able to share and instruct him in the faith, the sacraments, and all 

aspects of the faith.  Praise God! 

And what about those families who have had the death of a loved one in the past few months?  For many of them, 

they are choosing to delay the funeral until a later date when family and friends can attend without too many 

limitations and restrictions.  Although this may delay a sense of closure, they are steadfast in wanting a proper 

Catholic funeral and burial for their loved ones.  They too have not “hardened their hearts” and are being 

respectful of their beloved dead.  

This pandemic has also impacted our brothers and sisters who are homebound, aged, or ill and cannot receive Holy 

Communion from one of our Extra-Ordinary ministers of Communion.  Given the various restrictions, each of them 

must be kept safe from the spreading of the virus in any way, especially from someone outside of their family.  

Although the obligation to attend Mass is still lifted by Bishop Larry, these parishioners are spiritually united to us 

through prayer and viewing Mass On-Line.  They may be physically separated from us, but they are never 

forgotten.  Neither they nor us will “harden our hearts.” 

Also impacted by the pandemic are the regular meetings of our Pastoral Council, Adult Faith Formation ministry, 

Stewardship Committee, Finance Council, Cancer-Support Group, Charismatic Prayer Group, NeoCatechumenal 

Way, Choir, Family Promise Program, Thrift Shop, Crafters Group, and other important gatherings of parishioners.  

Most of these groups try to stay in touch with one another by using On-Line meeting apps or through other social 

media connections.  All these courageous men and women are not “hardening their hearts” but are doing the best 

that they can, given these trying circumstances and they are being successful thank God.  

So, we have chosen to do the right things that will keep us safe and healthy as a parish family.  We have decided 

to remain strong in our faith and outlook on life.  Instead of being negative we should move forward despite not 

being 100% sure of what will happen next.  Let us be committed to remaining strong in our being a community of 

faith that never allows our hearts to become ‘hardened’.  Whatever changes we may have to accept, let us see 

them as opportunities to remain close to God and one another.  When we return to that “new normal” that 

everyone keeps talking about, we will pick up where we left off last March and journey forward to where the Lord 

leads us.   

Please look at the September page of our Parish calendar.  In three short words it reminds us of who we are: 

People of God! 

Be safe and always blessed, 



 

 

Stewardship Corner Reflection 219 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

For All People 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” (Isaiah 56:7)  

According to the bible, the people of Israel were considered to be the chosen people of God. “…God has chosen 

you to be His treasured people from all the nations…” (Deuteronomy 14:2). The Jewish Christians of Jesus’ time 

came to learn God’s Plan...that salvation was for everyone. Jesus’ Disciples went “...to all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19-20). Today, His Church is 

worldwide, in all nations. We all search for God and a place to hear and communicate with Him. We first want to 

worship Him, our Lord and Savior, in the Eucharist. We also want to visit Him, spending time in thanksgiving as 

well as supplication. We were uniquely created by Him, but have a common desire for prayer in His presence. 

When we do this, we become one with one another...we become stewards of one another. The more we 

participate with Him and each other, the better stewards we become. Let’s be  better stewards. 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and E-Giving for August 29 and 30, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

  
 

John Baricuatro, and 
Sherlane Dick have 

died.  Please 
remember them in 

prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for healing  
for James Young, John 

Debrovin, Sr. Anita,  
Yolanda Kramer  

and Maria Gambino 

Offertory Collections $9,175.00 Catholic University $50.00 

MMR $585.00 World Mission $50.00 

Catholic Charities $1,280.00 Capuchin Appeal $500.00 

    Total $11,640.00 



 

 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 

QR “Online  

Giving Code 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Readings for Sunday September 6, 2020 

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading  Ez 33:7-9 

2nd Reading Rom 13:8-10 

Gospel   Mt 18:15-20 

 

Readings for Sunday September 13, 2020 

Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading  Sir 27:30 

2nd Reading Rom 14:7-9 

Gospel   Mt 18:21-35 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the Coronavirus #24 

We’re still looking for GOOD NEWS as week 24 begins.  We are now entering week 15 of celebrating Mass at Holy 

Trinity Church (in our clean and sanitized gym) as Fr. Mike’s successful social distancing, mask wearing, 

sanitizing policy has become a reality. 

The coronavirus is still with us as our new cases continue to increase.  It doesn’t seem as if we did a good job in 

“reopening our community.”  Yes, we’re still required to wear a mask and stay at home.  No dinner guests, no 

beach activities, etc.  We are beginning to have a hard time remaining hopeful that these actions will allow us to 

return to our “new normal.”  Let’s continue the virtue of patience even when it is difficult.  Let’s join with Pope 

Francis and pray for an end to this pandemic. Let’s keep our faith in Jesus.  

And yes, there is good news: 

• Honu (green sea turtles), have emerged from the sands of Bellows Beach and have headed to the sea.  This 

threatened species relocated from French Frigate Shoals and the 2018 tsunami to our current and tranquil 

waters sourced due to our current pandemic. 

• There’s still room in our Religious Education Program.  Forms available online at www.holytrinitychurchhi.org. 

• Hawaiian Electric is extending its disconnection moratorium through December 31. 

• Flu shots are available.  Check with your doctor. 

• Filming of the reality show “Temptation Island” will soon resume on Maui. 

• When it comes to CoronaVirus, common sense is not so common.  Choose common sense anyway. 

• Wear our mask, maintain distance and wash your hands.   

• Keeping up to date with Holy Trinity is easy.  Check our website for the latest news and do make your 

reservation for Mass at www.holytrinitychurchhi.org  

Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost.  We’re learning to value our health and to 

care for one another.  It’s the prayer of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over. that we remember the 

sacrifices we have made and learn to appreciate what we  have.  Let’s look forward to returning to the “new 

normal” church, our seat and most of all, to the parishioner sitting beside us, even if at 6 feet away.  Let’s 

remember the value of what we have when the good times return.  Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands.  

Looking forward to seeing you in our gym at Mass as well.  

http://www.holytrinitychurchhi.org
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