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Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday 9:00 to 10 00 am. 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturdays: 4:30 pm  Sundays:  8:00 am  / 10:30 am 

Mondays: 5:00 pm  Tuesdays: 9:00 am 

Wednesdays: 5:00 pm  Fridays: 10:00 am 

 

Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service. 



 

 

 

Thanksgiving: A lifetime plan for all Christians 
 

   As we approach our National Day of Thanksgiving, we should be reminded that for 
us Christians, every day is an opportunity to be thankful. All our prayers, Masses, 
and devotions direct our attention to God who is so good to us. It has been said that 
the greatest prayer is one that comes from our hearts and is truly filled with 
gratitude. Although we realize that we do not deserve such blessings, from God, we 
still receive them and should be thankful for them. Gifts freely given to us should 
inspire us to always recognize the Creator who bestows them upon us.  
 
   A challenge for all of us is how do we maintain a sense of being a thankful 
community while adhering to the restrictions placed upon us by the pandemic. This 
has been a personal challenge for me since many of our parishioners are not able to 
join us for Mass. Reaching out to everyone is something that all clergy are struggling 
with during the past months. The Bishops of the United States have been virtually 
meeting for a few days this past week. A common concern has been trying to 
encourage priests, deacons, and the lay faithful not to lose hope and use whatever 
means possible to stay connected. This is especially difficult for Dioceses whose 
churches are still closed and On-Line Masses are their only alternatives. In this, we 

should be thankful that we can assemble for Mass in our parish Gymnasium. I am so thankful that we are 
blessed with parishioners who sanitize our worship space, Lectors and Deacons who feel comfortable in serving 
us, our Religious Ed. Teachers, and the generosity of so many of you who continue to support our parish 
financially. After elaborating all of this…can anyone say that we are not blessed and have so much to be 
thankful for?  Not me!  
     
With the many “adjustments” that we have had to make, I want to bring to your attention some changes that 
will take place during the upcoming Advent Season which begins on the Weekend of November 29th.  
 
Annual Advent Penance Service: In the past we have had the opportunity to invite several of the Priests 
from neighboring parishes, to be available to hear our confessions. This year we will not have a large 
gathering as we have had in the past. Instead, I encourage you to take advantage on my being available each 
Saturday morning from 9 to 10am at the front door of the church for confessions. There have been no long 
lines these past few months, in fact I have only been hearing about 4 confessions per month…. that is in a 
month’s time not per week. Wear a mask and come with an open and penitential heart. If this time does not 
work for you, please call the parish office and I can be available for you at another time.  
 
Annual Parish Advent Mission: This too was something that we all looked forward to each year. In the past 
we have invited priests, deacons, and some lay folks to share their spiritual insights about the meaning of 
Advent. Because of the travel restrictions, and our not being to assemble except for Masses, we will not be 
able to have such a gathering. Instead, I will be offering a 2 evening Virtual Mission…totally On-Line. Yes, this 
will be the way that I will be trying to both maintain contact with you and will try to bring some semblance of 
‘normal’ to our Advent Season. It will certainly be different for all of us but let us make this a special 
event:  Advent On-Line. (AOL) Details will be in next week’s Digital Bulletin…about how you would log in.]   
 
Annual, Thanksgiving Day Mass:  Do not forget that we will celebrate a special Thanksgiving Day Mass at 
9:00am this coming Thursday. Non-Perishable and canned food items will be collected to be shared with the 
Food Pantry of St. Rita’s Church in Nanakuli. Please be generous because their needs are many.  
     Gods blessings abound and with the Eucharist to sustain us we are in great shape. Let us continue to 
‘count our blessings’ and focus on God’s goodness which is abundant…always.  
                                                 With a grateful heart, for all of you,  
                                                                          



 

 

Stewardship Corner Reflection 230 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

Open Immediately 

“...ready to open immediately when He comes and knocks.” (Luke 12:36)  

Many of us have experienced sending a son or daughter off to college...yes, college...it seems so far away. 
Yes, we’ve examined everything from dorm accommodations to meal plans, from winter clothing requirements 
to airline prices...but the comfort of our research just doesn’t make those first several months end any 
sooner.  As we approach Thanksgiving, it’s the season for perhaps that first visit home...and during the year of 
Covid...the break perhaps will last until 2021. We wait with anticipation. So, ever wonder about God’s 
anticipation...His excitement of our return to His Heavenly Kingdom. So just like we might be 
doing...anticipating that ring of the doorbell...imagine God’s expectation...waiting for our return. Regardless of 
whether there is a doorbell or gate at heaven’s entrance, it’s definitely not locked because Jesus is always 
waiting...waiting with ‘open arms’ and an open door for each and every one of us.  

 
You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7   Like clay in the potter’s hand, we can be made new. 

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  With God’s help, we can turn and see our salvation again. 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9  We lack no grace necessary to prepare us for the revelation of Christ. 

Mark 13:33-37  The apocalyptic warning is given: Watch and be alert! 

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17  God tends the sheep and judges between them. 

Psalm 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6  The Lord guides us like a shepherd along the right path. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28  When all creation is submitted to Christ, God will be all in all. 

Matthew 25:31-46  Judgment Day arrives, and the sheep and the goats find out who they 
are. 
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Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email mvrabel@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 
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From: Bishop Larry Silva 

Aloha, Sisters and Brothers! Peace be with you!  
 
This year of 2020 has brought us many unprecedented experiences and ma-
jor adjustments to our lives and livelihoods due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
While we must not let down our guard and continue to observe prudent hy-
giene measures, we also want to look optimistically to the future.  
 
With Advent and Christmas coming, it is very important that we prepare our-
selves well for these high holy days in which we celebrate the great gift of the 
Word of God taking flesh and dwelling among us. Therefore, I ask all the par-
ishes to plan their Advent and Christmas schedules in such a way as to ac-
commodate as many people as possible throughout these days.  
 
Since mid-March through October 31, 2020 I have issued a dispensation from 
the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays in order to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. I am hereby extending that dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation through December 31, 
2020. As I do so, however, I urge everyone who is able to return to Mass, 
without undue risks to their health or the health of others, to do so.  
 
Please note that in the Diocese of Honolulu, besides all Sundays, the holy 
days of obligation are the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on Tues-
day, December 8; and Christmas on Friday, December 25. Again, while all 
are dispensed from the obligation of attending, I urge you to do so if you can.  
 
It is highly recommended that those who do avail themselves of the dispen-
sation substitute some other prayer experience so that worship of God does 
not lose its primary focus in our lives. One could do a home holy hour, pray 
the rosary, celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours, or do some reading of spiritual 
books and articles, especially the lives of the saints. Of course, we also en-
courage anyone who cannot attend Mass to watch a live-streamed Mass. 
Sites are posted on our diocesan website at www. catholichawaii.org.  
 
We encourage everyone to reach out to those who may not hear this mes-
sage on their own and invite them to “Come, let us adore him, Christ the 
Lord!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Collection Announcement Nov 21/22 
 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
 
 
 
 

 
This weekend, November 21-22, 2020, there will be a special second collection for the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development. This appeal is a national anti-poverty program of the USCCB since1969 and designed 
to  break the cycle of poverty and assist low-income people, families and communities. It is a “hand up...not a 
hand out.”  “Bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind and let the oppressed go 
free” (Luke 4:18). Your generosity will be appreciated. 

Collections Weekends 31 Oct/1 Nov and 7/8 Nov 2020 

Offertory  $27,627 

Major Maintenance                               3,000 

Diocesan Priest Retirement                       3,425 

Capuchin Appeal        520 

TOTAL  $34, 572 

Attendance 

   31 Oct—1 Nov 7-8 Nov  

  Adults  Children Adults  Children 

Sat 4:30 PM 88              9 75 7 

Sun 8:00 AM 76 5 93 8 

Sun 10:30 AM 78 7 81 9 

TOTAL 242 21 249 24 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stewardship and Some Good News on the Coronavirus #35 

 
 
We still need GOOD NEWS as week 35 begins. We are now entering week 26 of celebrating Mass at Holy Trinity Church (in 
our clean and sanitized gym) as Fr Mike’s successful social distancing, mask wearing, sanitizing policy has become a reality.  
 
The coronavirus is still with us. But the good news is that new cases appear to be leveling off, but we’re still required to wear 
a mask and maintain social distance. We are in our Mayor’s “stay at home order” phase 2, permitting small gatherings. 
Restaurants are open to groups of 5, allowing us to bring guests to join with us for indoor dining. Let’s continue the virtue of 
patience even though it is difficult. Let’s join with Pope Francis and pray for an end to this pandemic. Let’s keep our faith in 
Jesus. 
 
And yes, there is good news: 
 

• Four hospital workers from Royal Columbian Hospital in Westminster, Canada won the Halloween lottery of $6 
million. 

• Scientists have discovered a new species of monkey that lives on an extinct volcano in Myanmar...unfortunately 
this species is already endangered. 

• The debate is over...MASKS WORK. (Washington Post excerpt). 

• “I know it’s difficult to eat and drink with a mask on, but to the extent possible...keep your mask on.” (Anthony 
Fauci, MD). 

• When it comes to Coronavirus...common sense is not so common...chose common sense anyway. 

• Michael Knapinski, age 45 was lost overnight on Mt Rainier. Declared DOA, he was brought back to life the 
following day...an amazing recovery according to hospital personnel (and I guess to Michael too). 

• Wear your mask, maintain distance and wash your hands.  

• The Make-a-Wish Foundation celebrated its 40th anniversary by granting their 500,000 wish thanks to the 
Disney Corp.  

• The “Light It Blue” campaign, in solidarity with frontline Covid workers, has lit buildings from coast to coast in 
the ‘new color’ covid blue. 

• Keeping up to date with Holy Trinity...easy. Check our website for the latest news and do make your reservation 
for Mass at www.holytrinitychurchhi.org  

 
Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost. We’re learning to value our health and to care for one 
another. It’s the prayer of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over...that we remember the sacrifices we’ve made 
and learn to appreciate what we have.  Let’s look forward to returning to our renovated church, our seat and most of all...to 
the parishioner sitting beside us...even if he/she might be 6 feet away. Let’s remember the value of what we have when the 
good times return. Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands; looking forward to seeing you in our gym at Mass until 
then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Family Promises Continues 
 
Family Promises continues. We have not hosted Family Promise since the pandemic. However, Cheri Robertson 
and Lorinda Lau prepared and delivered dinner to FP families last month. FP families are on the 10th and 11th 
floor at Waikiki Vista Hotel. There are 12 rooms to a floor, each floor has about 35 people. Families have a micro-
wave oven, rice cooker and rice in their rooms. Participating churches are asked to provide dinner (an entrée and 
veggies) to feed an entire floor on Mon. and Wed. On other days families provide their own food utilizing their 
EBT card (Food Stamps). The need is great this year and the response has been great, too. Meals are covered for 
this year. If you want to participate next year, please contact Cheri (cheri.7889@gmail.com) or Gloria Zane 
(gloria.zane@hawaiiantel.net), or call the Holy Trinity office, ph. 396-0551. 

http://www.holytrinityhi.org


 

 

 

 

During This Coronavirus Pandemic There're Still Reasons 
For Giving Thanks 

 
A Thanksgiving Message from Stewardship 

 
 

 
These times have certainly been tough on all of us and for some more than others. “Stay-at-Home” orders, 
work from home, on-line/long distance learning, shuttered restaurants and businesses, quarantined and 
quarantined again...the realities of life here in the Aloha State. Then there’s wear a mask, wash your hands, 
keep social distance. Not enough, how about no movie theaters, only a group of 5 at a restaurant. Wait, 
there’s more. Mass in our gym, no social gatherings, no pet blessing, no weddings, no funerals and no 
meetings. Starting to feel sorry for yourself...well think again. Be grateful. “What for” you might ask?  
 
Well, let’s recall the first Thanksgiving. It was celebrated with the native Indians in 1621 in Plymouth to give 
thanks to Almighty God in celebration of a good harvest and the survival of the harsh winter. The Pilgrims 
sailed to the ‘new’ world and had no idea what to expect...they believed it would only be better. They had to 
adapt...and so do we. They had to become friends with the Indians who taught them the crops needed to 
cultivate for survival. They learned to rely on each other and build community. They did become grateful.  
 
Have your health? Be grateful. Taking care of family? Be grateful for the opportunity, cherish this time with 
them, learn their history, their stories. Have food on the table? Be grateful. Can come to Mass, receive the 
Eucharist and sacraments? Be grateful. Our worship space is only a gym, but it is clean and sanitized. Be 
grateful. Is there a fellow parishioner (6 feet away) beside you? Be grateful and learn his/her name. We 
have an outstanding Pastor, Fr Mike; our spiritual director, planner and provider. Be grateful. We have our 
great country allowing us the freedom to worship [even if it’s only a gym]. Be grateful. Finally, we have our 
God who watches over us. Give Thanks.  
 
So, on this Thanksgiving Day 2020, let’s be truly grateful and give thanks to God for His many blessings 
bestowed on us. While the current restrictions may permit a somewhat smaller number of guests to share our 
turkey dinner, be grateful and celebrate.  
 

 
 

From Your Stewardship Committee 
 



 

 

 

 

Encyclical Letter 
Fratelli Tutti 

On Fraternity and Social Friendship 
Of the Holy Father, Pope Francis  

October 4, 2020 
 

Some Thoughts from Stewardship 
At Holy Trinity Church by Bob White 

 
Chapter 3 

 
Engendering an Open World 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, cites St Thomas Aquinas (Scriptum super Sententiis) “...love creates bonds and 
expands existence, for it draws people [from] themselves towards others. Pope Francis continues, “nor can I 
reduce my life to relationships with small groups, even my own family...relationships, to be healthy and 
authentic, open us to others who expand and enrich us...Our hearts expand as we step out of ourselves and 
embrace others…[vs]...expressions of selflessness and self-preservation.” 
 
Historically, Pope Francis reminds us that “...small desert communities welcomed pilgrims as an exercise of 
sacred duty of hospitality...rising to the challenge of an encounter outside one’s own circle.” Pope Francis 
continued “...Love is more than a series of benevolent actions... [love] is  action whose source is directed 
towards others…” 
 
The Holy Father continues to discuss our brothers and sisters in need. “...When abandoned or ignored by 
society...become a foreigner in their own country…[yes] born [here], [and] citizens with full rights [contact] the 
mutating virus of racism. Pope Francis speaks specifically to the disabled and the elderly “...who need a 
voice...to become persons of equal dignity.” In the parable of The Good Samaritan, “...the injured man might 
have been viewed as merely an outcast, a detraction, an interruption, a nobody, [a foreigner in his own 
country]”.  
 
Pope Francis poses a question: “...What happens when fraternity is not consciously cultivated, when there is a 
lack of political will to promote [this virtue] through education, dialogue and value recognition?” Pope Francis 
responds [to his question]: “...Liberty [then] becomes a condition for living as we will, free to choose to whom 
or what we will belong, to possess or to exploit. [Liberty] has nothing to do with the...richness of love. [This] 
individualism does not make us more free, more equal, more fraternal...not capable of generating a better 
world for humanity. [It makes us believe]...we have created safety nets serving the common good.” 
 
Pope Francis continues that “...The world exists for everyone...all born with the same dignity. [yes] Differences 
of colour, religion, talent, place of birth...that cannot justify the privilege of some over the rights of all.” He 
quotes St John Paul II: “God gave the earth to the whole human race for the sustenance of all its members, 
without excluding or favouring anyone.” No one, therefore, according to Our Holy Father shall be excluded 
because of place of birth..less privilege...unacceptable that the mere place of one’s birth ...should result 
in ...fewer opportunities for a dignified life.” Pope Francis calls for a ‘new way of thinking’ based on “...the great 
principle of inalienable dignity...rising to the challenge of envisaging a new humanity [in] a world that provides 
land, housing and work for all.” 
 
So what’s stewardship’s role in all this? We are not ‘captains of industry’ nor will we become world leaders 
capable of societal ‘midcourse corrections’ changing the mores of earthly society. But, we can become more like 
the desert community that welcomed pilgrims as a sacred duty of hospitality...why? Because as a community, 
we do quite well when it comes to wearing a mask in church and sanitizing our hands. We’re respectful of the 
special shopping hours reserved for seniors. We’ve even learned that sitting up front permits the earliest 
departure. But, ‘when this is over’ and we return to our church proper, could we still be encouraged to sit up 
front? Or will we revert to a desire to occupy back seating reserved for our elderly or disabled? 
 
We love to see children at our liturgies, but can we be patient for plus or minus an hour when a youngster 
begins to fuss or cry? We are a welcoming parish, we love to meet visitors, but will we make room for one, or 
could we befriend the “misguided” who actually ‘took our seat’? Will we try to come early for parking, and if not 
possible, will we be patient with the volunteer trying to squeeze in just one more car? Let’s thank the HPD 
officer as we leave...yes, he is paid, but it is a dangerous job. Let’s remember that Jesus did not come to be 
served. He came to serve. Let’s learn to do for one another...the cornerstone of stewardship.  
 

Pope Francis’ Next Topic: A Heart Open to the Whole World 
 

 



 

 

 

 
Thanksgiving Mass at 9 am on Nov 26 

 
Fr Mike will celebrate the annual Thanksgiving Mass at 9 am 
on Nov 26. This year we are teaming up with the food pantry 
of St. Rita's church in Nanakuli. Please bring non-perishable 
food items in bags or boxes so that the volunteers from St. 
Rita can load their trucks and get the food to the people in 
need. Because this Mass is usually well attended, we ask that 
you make a reservation for this Mass. Go to our homepage at  
holytrinitychurchhi.org/ 
 
If you are not attending, please bring donations to Mass or 
drop off at the office.  It will be easier for the volunteers if 
you put your donation in plastic bags. 

 

Livestream of Thanksgiving Mass 

9 am Nov 26 

 

We are please to announce that Fr. Mike’s Thanksgiving Mass 
will be livestreamed. Everyone knows that it is not the same 
as being there, but this is an opportunity for people who are 
staying away to experience the Mass online, hear the Scrip-
ture readings, and Fr Mike’s homily.  

The Mass video will be available for those who cannot watch 
live. 

The link is listed in our Mass Times page on our website. Or, 
you can paste the following link into your browser. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityHonolulu/live/ 

 

 
It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas 

 
Once upon a time...there was a Christmas tree at the entry to Holy Trinity Church 
adorned with ornaments. We were asked to select one and purchase a gift for the 
individual described on the ornament. 
 
We are asking our generous parishioners to again select an ornament and purchase 
a gift card. This year, there will be two felt trees displayed on our gym wall; one for 
HUGS (Help, Understanding and Group Support) for Hawaii’s seriously ill children. 
HUGS seeks to improve the quality of life for these children and their families as 
they face emotional and financial hardships. The other felt tree will be for St Augus-
tine Foundation Scholars (like Ope) receiving financial and tutoring assistance to 
attend Catholic Schools. Many of these students live with multi-generational fami-
lies in public housing. These students, unlike most students, are not seeking I-
phones, video games or clothes but rather personal hygiene items. Gift cards to 
Longs, Safeway, Target and Walmart are needed most and will be greatly appreci-
ated by these students.  
 
So, when you see the felt trees on our gym wall, select an ornament...or two if you 
are so inclined...and assist a child and his/her family this Christmas season. You 
can make a difference in a child’s life. Merry Christmas! 
 
Collection boxes will be available in our gym during Mass times.  
 

Deadline: December 12, 2020 



 

 

Advent Online 



Sunday, Nov 22, 2020
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
You decide
The church year ends this week. Along with that we’re invited to
consider another ending: our mortality. What goes on in eternity,
anyway? Thomas Aquinas declares that God and eternity are the
same. When we go from here, we go to God. How we experience
the Divine Presence depends on whether our lives have become
fully compatible with Love. Francis de Sales envisions Jesus
saying to us: “Be it done as you desire; and because of what you
have done, come, enjoy eternity.” The desire of my heart will be
answered: Will the choice be a life of love?

TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26,
28; Matthew 25:31-46 (160). “These will go off to eternal
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Monday, Nov 23, 2020
MEMORIAL OF BLESSED MIGUEL AUGUSTÍN PRO, PRIEST, MARTYR
¡Viva Cristo Rey!
Mexican Jesuit priest Miguel Pro was executed on fabricated
charges in 1927 by a fiercely anti-clerical government. Pro had
served the persecuted church by secretly celebrating the
sacraments. He was killed by firing squad while holding a rosary
in one hand and a crucifix in the other, his arms stretched out in
imitation of the crucified Christ, shouting “Long live Christ the
King!” His death energized the resistance. We may not be called
to such dramatic sacrifice, but can we give up some comfort and
convenience to fight for the greater good?

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5; Luke 21:1-4 (503).
“This poor widow put in more than all the rest.”

Tuesday, Nov 24, 2020
MEMORIAL OF ANDREW DŨNG-LẠC, PRIEST, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
Holiness in high numbers
Nine times in the liturgical lineup of feast days we memorialize a
canonized person or two “and companions.” All were martyrs
and many had been foreign missionaries. Today’s memorial
honors Andrew Dũng-Lạc, a Vietnamese priest beheaded in 1839
for promoting Christianity instead of the official state religion;
he’s joined by another 117 killed in Vietnam, tortured and
martyred during the 18th and 19th centuries. Just as we began
this month with the feast of All Saints—honoring a multitude of
holy unknowns—may every instance of “and companions”
encourage us to call to mind the “great cloud of witnesses.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:14-19; Luke 21:5-11 (504). “Reap
the harvest, for the time to reap has come."

Wednesday, Nov 25, 2020
MEMORIAL OF CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGIN, MARTYR
Raise your voice
Christian tradition holds that Catherine of Alexandria (287-305)
was an eloquent young Christian convert who challenged the
Emperor Maxentius’ persecution of Christians. That faithful
courage led to her own martyrdom. The United Nations has
declared today the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women, asking the world to recognize that
“violence against women and girls is one of the most widespread,
persistent, and devastating human rights violations in our world
today.” We honor the courage of Saint Catherine by paying
attention to the violence that others endure, speaking up in

defense of the voiceless, and adding our prayers for those whose
suffering too often goes unnoticed.

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 15:1-4; Luke 21:12-19 (505). “They
will seize and persecute you . . . they will have you led before kings
and governors because of my name.”

Thursday, Nov 26, 2020
THANKSGIVING DAY
Give thanks, indeed
This Thanksgiving won’t be celebrated the way many of us hoped
and imagined back when the pandemic started. And yet, we are
alive. Most of us reading these words can breathe freely. The
virus has reminded us to never again take these simple matters for
granted. One of our wisest teachers about prayer, Dominican
priest Meister Eckhardt (1260-1329), said: If the only prayer you
ever said in your entire life is thank you, that would suffice. Even
amid hard times, giving thanks to God is appropriate. Let it be
your prayer today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Luke 21:20-
28 (506). “But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.”

Friday, Nov 27, 2020
Turn the page
The “Book of Life” is mentioned several times in the Bible. A bit
like the contact list you keep on your phone, the Book of Life is
the figurative expression of how God is said to keep track of those
heading for heavenly repose united with the Divine. According to
Jewish tradition, God opens the Book of Life on Rosh Hashanah
and leaves it open for 10 days, until Yom Kippur. During those
days, believers spend time repenting of their sins and amending
their lives in order to be written into the Book of Life. If there’s
something you need to repent, today is a good day to turn the
page.

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Luke 21:29-33
(507). “Then another scroll was opened, the Book of Life. The dead
were judged according to their deeds.”

Saturday, Nov 28, 2020
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Call forth your best self
Perhaps you’ve heard that Jesus’ life was foreshadowed in
passages from the Hebrew scripture that predated him. But were
you aware that Mary’s life and role in salvation history might
have been as well? The prophet Isaiah (7:14) speaks of a young
woman (sometimes translated as a “virgin”) who will give birth to
a son she will name Emmanuel, meaning “God with us.” Mary
has been “going ahead” of us for generations, a role model
beckoning us to live our best lives, regardless of how improbable,
even miraculous, that might turn out to be.

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 22:1-7; Luke 21:34-36 (508). “These
words are trustworthy and true.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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