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Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday 9:00 to 10 00 am. 

 

Mass Schedule  

Saturdays: 4:30 pm  Sundays:  8:00 am  / 10:30 am 

Mondays: 5:00 pm  Tuesdays: 9:00 am 

Wednesdays: 5:00 pm  Fridays  10 :00 am 

 

Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 



 

 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway, Honolulu, HI 96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

 

QR Code 
Online Giving 

SOLEMNITY OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF  
EASTER; DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, CYCLE B  

Scripture Readings 
 
Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 New Christians bring everything they have into the bargain. 
 
Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 For this we are grateful: God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
1 John 5:1-6 Jesus comes through water and blood to be the victor of the world. 
 
John 20:19-31 Thomas the Doubter becomes Thomas the Confessor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please advise the Parish Office when it is no longer necessary or 

appropriate to keep names on the list,  so we may use the space for future 

entries. 

Health and Healing 
 

Hugh Hazenfield  

Lori Santos  

Carolyn Nakatsu  

Bob Sargis 

Ofelia Lazaro 

Bill Hamilton 
Jim Leahey 

John Debrovin 
Sr. Anita 

Kenneth Wong 
Maria Gambino 

D.J. Louis 
Robert Dennehy 

Naomi Short 
 

Eternal Rest 
 

Edward Redford  
Michael Brennan 

 

https://preparetheword.com/search?search=Solemnity%20of%20the%20Second%20Sunday%20of%20Easter;%20Divine%20Mercy%20Sunday,%20Cycle%20B&search_type=exact&custom_check%5bsunday%5d=1&only_title_article=1
https://preparetheword.com/search?search=Solemnity%20of%20the%20Second%20Sunday%20of%20Easter;%20Divine%20Mercy%20Sunday,%20Cycle%20B&search_type=exact&custom_check%5bsunday%5d=1&only_title_article=1


 

 

 

                                    

       

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Resurrection Words & Actions 
 
  Jesus knew that His disciples, as well as us, would need plenty of proof 
that indeed He was risen from the dead and that the tomb was empty and 
not from being robbed. Like those early followers the questions, that sur-
round this wonderful event of our Lord, we too probably have similar 
questions of doubt. Truth-be-told, it was not only Thomas who had some 
serious reservations about the facts and details of Jesus’ rising from the 
dead. Through His words, “Peace be with You”, and His invitation for 
Thomas and the others to “touch the nail marks and His wounded side”, it 
should have convinced them. We will assume that it did because they 
soon left that locked room and went off on their mission to spread the 
Good News, forgive sins, baptize, and share the common meal of the Eu-
charist, that Jesus asked them to do.  
 
 Today besides being the Second Sunday of Easter Season is also Divine 
Mercy Sunday. In his message when he declared an: Extraordinary Year 
of Mercy, Pope Francis presents Jesus as “the face of Gods mercy.” He 
highlighted that Mercy will always be greater than sin, and that no one can place limits on the love of God who 
is always ready to forgive the sinner. Jesus’ greeting of ‘Shalom’ (Peace) is what everyone who approaches the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation seeks and obtains if sincere in their confession. There is a twofold blessing…
forgiveness and reconciliation. Forgiveness is the merciful gift that absolves what has been an obstacle in a per-
son's life and reconciliation is the invitation back into the community of faith. Both are aspects of Gods mercy 
that we recall in a special way this weekend.   
      
Jesus and Pope Francis say that we can all be messengers of peace if we already have that peace in our hearts 
and lives. To possess that peace, we must carry reconciliation in our lives so that we can distribute what we 
have already received. Pope Francis continues his teaching with these words:  
  
 “Let the Church be the place of Mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved, and forgiven” The 
Church is the place of obtaining God's mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, through the corporal 
works of Mercy (feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and impris-
oned, and burying the dead), and above all by the reception of the Eucharist at Mass.  
  
 Although some of these ‘Corporal Works of Mercy’ are somewhat limited because of the Covid-pandemic, there 
are other ways to show our desire to be channels of mercy and concern. Recently we were asked for our yearly 
monetary assistance for our Catholic brothers and sisters in the Holy Land ( over $2,000.00 was collected); we 
also were asked to assist the poor of needy countries who are serviced by Operation Rice Bowl (over $4,000.00 
was donated from the parish); closer to home, I personally asked for men’s clothing for River of Life Shel-
ter (10 bags of clothes were given). Each of these ‘acts of charity and mercy’ are our response to the Lord’s 
invitation to care for one another...especially the needy in our midst whether near or far! These everyday acts 
are the best way to fulfill our responsibility to stay connected with Christ, His Church, and our brothers and sis-
ters.   
      
“Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and be-
lieve” (John 20:29)  
 
                     Easter peace, mercy, and encouragement.  
 
                                              fr. mike  



 

 

            
  Good News to the Parishioners of Holy Trinity Church 

 
 
                                         April 11, 2021   

 
 
1. Andrea Lessing works in a Goodwill Store in Oklahoma and as she sorted an incoming clothing donation, 

she noticed a package within containing $42,000. She notified her manager and it was returned to the 
customer. For her honesty, Andrea was rewarded with $1,000. “I believe that if you do something good, 
something good will come back to you.”  

2. Florida Highway Patrol clocked a speeding SUV outside Orlando, FL. The driver told the troupers that the 
passenger was a soon-to-be mother and in labor. The troupers pulled the SUV to the side of the road and 
delivered a baby girl...all within 6 minutes. 

3. Ben Mazur was returning shopping carts at Schnock’s Supermarket in Altar, IL when he heard several 
cars beeping their horns. He then noticed a runaway cart...only this one had a “baby on board.” Seems 
the cart got loose from the mother, but Ben was able to race to her aid and save the child. Ben was later 
rewarded by the management of Schnock’s. 

4. At a drive-thru, Samantha Owens, manager of a donut shop in Beavercreek, OH had a strange request. A 
customer needed gift cards but was told he had to come inside to purchase them. He originally wanted 
$1,000 but upped it to $4,000. Samantha handed him 40 $100 cards and he handed them right back, 
advising her to “pay it forward” to the next 40 customers who drove through.  

5. Think hard. Did something good happen this week? I’m sure it did. Then cherish that memory. Hold it in 
your heart/or in your mind; then when things are challenging...recall that memory. 

6. Remember our gifts from God...continue to take care of one another. 
7. “I know it’s difficult to eat and drink with a mask on, but to the extent possible...keep your mask 

on.” (Anthony Fauci, MD). 
8. When it comes to Coronavirus...common sense is not so common...chose common sense anyway. 
9. Wear your mask, maintain distance, and wash your hands.  
10. Keeping current with Holy Trinity...easy. Check our website for the latest news and updates at 

www.holytrinitychurchhi.org.  
 

Let’s remember the value of what we have when the good times return. Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your 
hands, looking forward to seeing you in our gym at Mass until then. 

Stewardship Corner  Reflection 250 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

Do We Hear His Voice? 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” (John 20:16) 

Mary Magdalene was the first to reach the tomb and saw the stone rolled back. Looking in, she saw the tomb empty. She 
cried. She turned and saw a lone figure, believing it to the gardener. She asked if he knew where the body of Jesus was 
taken.  He replied: “Mary” (John 20:16). Hearing His voice, Mary then recognized that it was Jesus. Ever wonder if we can 
hear His voice? Maybe not in the way that Mary did, but Jesus is always with us...whether it be in traffic, in line with us at 
Costco or in the DMV waiting line...He’s always there; perhaps we don’t recognize Him or His voice. Let’s be as willing and 
faithful as Mary Magdalene was. For “...when we look for Jesus [and if we listen quietly], we will find Him [and hear His 
Voice] ...” (Jeremiah 29:13). Let’s welcome the Resurrected Jesus who brought His gift of Perfect Stewardship. Happy Easter 
Time! 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

http://www.holytrinityhi.org


 

 

 
 

Agnus Day John 20 for Easter 2 on April 11  
 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas an-
swered him, “My Lord and my God!”  
 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not writ-
ten in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Peace and Joy, 
James Wetzstein, creator Agnus Day 
 
http://www.agnusday.org 

 

Holy Trinity Welcomes Kirk and Barbara   
 
On Saturday evening, April 3, at the Easter Vigil, Kirk Enomoto was baptized into the faith, and both he and 
Barbara Hughes received Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist.  After their eight-month journey in our RCIA 
program, it is with great joy that our entire church community welcomes Kirk and Barbara into full communion 
with the global Catholic Church.     
 
Praise God!  Alleluia!  

http://www.agnusday.org/


 

 

 

Church Pews Available  
 
In anticipation of replacing the seating in our Church (pews & chairs) I would like to ‘re-purpose” the existing 
ones. I have offered the current chairs to several of our parishes within our Vicariate. It looks like they are in 
need and will take many of the chairs from us. But we have 6 large wooden pews that I would like to find a 
“new purpose” for. The wood is good and has only been sat on by holy people [since they are in the back of the 
church where the good Catholic’s sit].  
 
If you are a woodworker, know someone who can make use of this wood, or can find another way to reuse this 
good wood, please speak with Fr. Mike for details and a suggested donation... which will be used to offset some 
of the costs of the new pews and chairs. I wanted to make this offer available to parish members prior to offer-
ing it Online through Craig's list or Facebook. 

 
 

Post-Easter Gift from a Generous Parishioner 
 
Thanks to the generosity of parishioner Sue Berk, we will be making available a free book entitled: 
 

I Heard God Laugh. by Catholic Speaker & Evangelist Matthew Kelly.  
 
Over the years both Fr. Dennis & Fr. Mike have distributed other of his books: Resisting Happiness 
and Rediscover Jesus which many of you have enjoyed. 
 
They will be available the Second Sunday of Easter. 

 
Respect Life Corner, April 2021 

 
Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia in Hawaii 
 
Euthanasia is allowed in ten states including Hawaii since 2019, (Our Care, Our Choice). 
A doctor is allowed to end a person’s life as long as the patient and family agree. 
Physician Assisted Suicide is allowed by a doctor to assist patients to commit suicide if they request it. 
Both are deliberate actions taken with the intention of ending a life. 
 
The position of the Catholic Church is that Physician Assisted Suicide is still suicide. 
Suicide always is a rejection of the dignity of the human being for it is contrary to the “natural inclination of the 
human being to preserve and perpetuate his life.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church).  
Each person is bound to lead his life in accord with God’s plan. Pain and suffering is redemptive when united 
with our Lord. 
 
“We by his Grace have become heirs in hope of eternal life” (Ti 3:7) 
We as Catholics respect the sacredness of the continuation of life from conception until natural death. Each per-
son has been willed by God. Each person has a purpose. 
 
“By devaluing life, the life of the unborn, the elderly, the comatose patient, the handicapped, we are quite liter-
ally, digging our own graves.” 
 Lord Immanuel Jakobovits, former Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom and a fugitive from Nazi Germany. 
 
Come, O Lord and Giver of Life! We pray for all who labor under burdens that seem too great to bear—due to 
illness, age, poverty, cruelty or injustice and we ask that our prayers and aid will lighten their crosses. 
 
Join us for our monthly Rosary and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Tuesday, April 13, right after the 9:00 
am Mass (in the gym). 
 
We support and sustain a culture of LIFE at Holy Trinity Catholic Church. Your prayers are always appreciated. 
If you have ideas and suggestions to share, or are interested in joining our Respect Life Committee, please 
contact Debbie at dkula@rcchawaii.org 
 
References; 
Human Life International…Church Teachings on Euthanasia, June 2, 2020 

mailto:dkula@rcchawaii.org


 

 

 

How to Recite the Chaplet 
 
The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary Rosary beads of five decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two open-
ing prayers from the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska and followed 
by a closing prayer. 
 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

2. Optional Opening Prayers 
St. Faustina’s Prayer for Sinners 
O Jesus, eternal Truth, our Life, I call upon You and I beg Your mercy for 
poor sinners. O sweetest Heart of my Lord, full of pity and unfathomable 
mercy, I plead with You for poor sinners. O Most Sacred Heart, Fount of 
Mercy from which gush forth rays of inconceivable graces upon the entire 
human race, I beg of You light for poor sinners. O Jesus, be mindful of 
Your own bitter Passion and do not permit the loss of souls redeemed at so 
dear a price of Your most precious Blood. O Jesus, when I consider the 
great price of Your Blood, I rejoice at its immensity, for one drop alone 
would have been enough for the salvation of all sinners. Although sin is an 
abyss of wickedness and ingratitude, the price paid for us can never be 
equalled. Therefore, let every soul trust in the Passion of the Lord, and 
place its hope in His mercy. God will not deny His mercy to anyone. Heav-
en and earth may change, but God's mercy will never be exhausted. Oh, 
what immense joy burns in my heart when I contemplate Your incompre-
hensible goodness, O Jesus! I desire to bring all sinners to Your feet that 
they may glorify Your mercy throughout endless ages (Diary of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, 72). 
 
You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 
world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
 
(Repeat three times) 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You! 
 

3. Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, Amen. 
 

4. Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
 

5. The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

6. The Eternal Father 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
 

7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 

8. Repeat for the remaining decades 
through His merciful Heart, as through an open gate, we pass through to heaven (Diary, 1570). 
 

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.  
 
(continue on next page) 
 



 

 

10. Optional Closing Prayers (continued) 
 

 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and 
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.  
 
O Greatly Merciful God, Infinite Goodness, today all mankind calls out from the abyss of its misery to Your mer-
cy — to Your compassion, O God; and it is with its mighty voice of misery that it cries out. Gracious God, do not 
reject the prayer of this earth's exiles! O Lord, Goodness beyond our understanding, Who are acquainted with 
our misery through and through, and know that by our own power we cannot ascend to You, we implore You: 
anticipate us with Your grace and keep on increasing Your mercy in us, that we may faithfully do Your holy will 
all through our life and at death's hour. Let the omnipotence of Your mercy shield us from the darts of our sal-
vation’s enemies, that we may with confidence, as Your children, await Your [Son’s] final coming — that day 
known to You alone. And we expect to obtain everything promised us by Jesus in spite of all our wretchedness. 
For Jesus is our Hope: through His merciful Heart, as through an open gate, we pass through to heaven (Diary, 
1570). 
 
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray-the-chaplet 
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Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy 
took on dire urgency in the 20th Century, when 
civilization began to experience an “eclipse of 
the sense of God” and, therefore to lose the 
understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity 
of human life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble 
Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to receive 
private revelations concerning Divine Mercy that 
were recorded in her Diary. St. Faustina’s Diary 
records 14 occasions when Jesus requested that a 
Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be observed. 
On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization 
of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the Second 
Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as 
Divine Mercy Sunday.

Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right hand raised in a blessing and his left 
touching his garment above his heart. Red and white rays emanate from his heart, symbolizing 
the blood and water that was poured out for our salvation and our sanctification. The Lord 
requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under his image. Jesus asked that his image 
be painted and venerated throughout the world: “I promise that the soul that will venerate this 
image will not perish” (Diary, no. 48) and “By means of this image I will grant many graces to 
souls” (Diary, no. 742).

Mercy and Healing
This weekend we celebrate the Sunday of Divine Mercy. God never ceases offering us His mercy 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, 
confidential, compassionate help is available. Visit HopeAfterAbortion.org.

Every April, Catholic parishes and schools across the United States participate in National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. Join us throughout the month as we continue to pray for the healing of 
victims of abuse.
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Divine Mercy Sunday– 
The Second Sunday of Easter

April 11, 2021

Catholic
Current 1

http://HopeAfterAbortion.org


BULLETIN
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY–THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
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A  P R A Y E R  F O R  H E A L I N G
V i c t i m s  o f  A b u s e

God of endless love, 
ever caring, ever strong, 
always present, always just: 
You gave your only Son 
to save us by his blood on the cross.

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 
join to your own suffering 
the pain of all who have been hurt 
in body, mind, and spirit 
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them.

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters 
who have been gravely harmed, 
and the cries of those who love them. 
Soothe their restless hearts with hope, 
steady their shaken spirits with faith. 
Grant them justice for their cause, 
enlightened by your truth.

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, 
heal your people’s wounds 
and transform brokenness into wholeness. 
Grant us the courage and wisdom, 
humility and grace, to act with justice. 
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. 
Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Sunday, Apr 11, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER; DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Hold onto the holy memories
It’s unlikely that those who survive the pandemic will look back on
these days with much nostalgia. Sickness and loss, fear and
division, stress and isolation: The consequences will be with us for
a generation. Yet emerging from the tragedy were also instances
of humanity, decency, and heroism that echoed the time of the first
apostles. We’ve shared food, masks, information, errands, toilet
paper, songs. We’ve gathered on balconies and in virtual rooms.
We’ve found ways to pray and to encourage. This Divine Mercy
Sunday, give thanks for those who have helped you through this
and every crisis.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31 (44).
“No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they
had everything in common.”

Monday, Apr 12, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Stand with those who stood for you
Though you may not remember it, your Baptism was an extremely
important day in your life—the beginning of your life in Christ. Your
godparents represented you that day, speaking on your behalf if
you were a baby. Perhaps later you became a godparent to
others. Whether you’re still close or have drifted apart over time,
reach out to your godparents or godchildren and reminisce about
that day. Talk about the role you have played in each other’s
spiritual life and pray together for deepening conversion. Promise
to keep on praying for each other in our ever-growing identity as
children of God.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 (267). “Amen, amen, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter
the Kingdom of God.”

Tuesday, Apr 13, 2021
MEMORIAL OF MARTIN I, POPE, MARTYR

The dilemma of indifference
The Eastern Church began exploring monotheletism, the notion
that Jesus had only a divine will, despite being both human and
divine, in the 600s. Pope Martin I issued a reprimand, opposing
this heresy. This angered the Eastern emperor, who had the sickly
Martin dragged to Constantinople for trial. The pontiff was beaten,
starved, and exiled, leading to his death. But Martin also blamed a
Western Church that never came to his rescue. “I am surprised at
the indifference,” he wrote, of “those who belong to the church of
Saint Peter.” Ask for Martin’s intercession today, for all who suffer
indifference.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15 (268). “The
community of believers was of one heart and mind.”

Wednesday, Apr 14, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Let your life be your witness
How do you live your faith? Some days may be harder than
others, but rarely, if ever nowadays, will the effort to be a faithful
follower of Jesus land someone in jail or cost them their life. Yet
that was the fate of the early disciples who insisted on proclaiming
the stories of Jesus’ life, death, and rising. There are 20th-century
martyrs as well (Blessed Stanley Rother, Sister Dorothy Stang,
SNDdeN, the martyrs of El Salvador among others), but faith calls

all of us to kindness to all people, fairness in the face of injustice,
trust in God’s promised Spirit, and a constant willingness to see
the face of God in our neighbors. Do people recognize you as a
follower of Jesus by the way you live?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21 (269). “The men
whom you put in prison are in the temple area and are teaching the
people.”

Thursday, Apr 15, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Be up to the tax at hand
Taxes are due today, an obligation that few people savor and yet
all of us rely on. Catholics can feel proud to promote the common
good by paying taxes for schools, roads, parks, healthcare, and
other social benefits. In their pastoral letter, Economic Justice for
All, the U.S. bishops go even further, saying: “The tax system
should be continually evaluated in terms of its impact on the poor.”
If you feel disheartened by the paperwork or the cost of taxes, take
heart that despite any flaws in the system, taxes help build the
commonwealth.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36 (270). “The Father
loves the Son and has given everything over to him.”

Friday, Apr 16, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

A God of his word
Poor communication is the main reason relationships fail. If it isn’t
clear what is being promised, then it is easy to become
disillusioned when expectations aren’t met. People who lose faith
in God often point to God’s untrustworthiness: They asked for
something and didn’t receive it. Hence, they conclude that God is
not to be trusted. But remember the promise of God is love. Look
around; wherever you see love—even a love lost—you see God’s
promise fulfilled. As Saint Augustine put it: “What does love look
like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of others.” Help embody God’s
love today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 (271). “This is truly the
Prophet, the one who is to come into the world.”

Saturday, Apr 17, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Call a deacon
The word “deacon” is derived from the Greek word diákonos,
meaning “one who serves at table,” found in today’s first reading.
The office of deacon endured for several centuries after its origin
in Acts. But eventually the diaconate was reduced to a temporary
stage of ordination to the priesthood. After Vatican II the
permanent diaconate was revived. Today many men, most
married although some single, enter the diaconate through the
sacrament of Holy Orders. They serve their parishes and assist
their pastors in many ways both social and liturgical. Perhaps you
know someone who would make a good deacon. Give him a call.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 (272). “It is not right for
us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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