
 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacon: Steve Kula  

 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday 9:00 to 10 00 am. 

 

Mass Schedule  

Saturdays: 4:30 pm  Sundays:  8:00 am  / 10:30 am 

Mondays: 5:00 pm  Tuesdays: 9:00 am 

Wednesdays: 5:00 pm  Fridays  10 :00 am 

 

Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway, Honolulu, HI 96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

QR Code 
Online Giving 

 

Dec 11, Third Sunday of Advent, Cycle A 

Scripture Readings (Click for readings) 
 

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 The desert will bloom, and the feeble will be made firm when God makes us finally free. 
Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 Liberty, wholeness, and justice are the promised inheritance of God’s faithful ones. 
James 5:7-10 The farmer’s patience is rewarded with the harvest, and we, too, will reap what we sow. 
Matthew 11:2-11 In prison, John is seized by doubts. Jesus replies with the evidence of his works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please advise the Parish Office when it is no longer 

necessary or appropriate to keep names on the list,  so 

we may use the space for future entries. 

 

Health and Healing 

 

 Cynthia Jarrell 
Winona Akana 

Charlotte Sexton  
Adam Suapaia  

Bob Sandla  
Bobby Curran 

William Morlon  
Eugene Pongratz  
Ronan Bissonette 

Lori Santos  

Jim Leahey 
Kenneth Wong 

 

 

Eternal Rest 

 

Michael Chu 
Mary Barnard 
Patricia Loo 

Jane Pongratz  
Cecilia (Leilani) Hunter 

Eileen DeLucia 
 

Click HERE to get the Bulletin via email 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121122.cfm
mailto:holytrinitychurchhawaii@gmail.com?subject=Subscribe


 

 

 
Gaudete Light 

 

One of my favorite books growing up was Mark Twain's classic novel, Tom 
Sawyer. My older sister use to put on a variety show for the neighborhood 
using all the little kids as actors. One of the scenes was always from Tom 
Sawyer and I always played Tom singing “We will go a fishing”, a song she 
made up. 
 
The last chapter of the book frightened all my friends, but it amazed me. I 
have always loved to go spelunking. In the chapter, Tom and his friend 
Becky have been exploring a cave, just for adventure's sake. But the cave 
is full of dark caverns and twisting passages, and as they explore, they 
wind up getting lost.  Fear sets in. They start to panic.  
 
Their candles - the only light they have - are running low. An entire day 
goes by. Their candles are spent. They lose track of time. They are becom-
ing desperate. They keep wandering through the darkness, looking for the 
smallest glimpse of daylight. But they don't even know if it's night or day 
any longer, so they are afraid that they may pass right by a passageway 
that leads out of the cave, because if it's nighttime outside, they won't see 
any light at the end of the 
tunnel. Finally, they spot a 
pinprick of light far in the 
distance, and they follow 
it to freedom. 

 
In our fallen world today, we are like Tom and Becky lost in 
the dark caverns. We light little candles - like money, pleas-
ure, power, fame, philosophy, comfort, but they all waver and 
burn out. This Sunday is "Gaudete" [g-ow-DEH-tay] Sunday, 
the Sunday of Rejoicing.  Isn't it selfish and foolish to rejoice 
in the middle of such a suffering world? Not at all. We don’t 
rejoice because we believe Jesus came to bring heaven down 
to earth. We rejoice because we know that Jesus came to 
open a path from earth into heaven.  
 
The joy of the Christian is the joy of a hope guaranteed by God himself. This is true joy, the joy of hope, and 
Christ is its source, the everlasting light that has conquered the darkness. His revelation is not the anemic joy 
that is inspired by the passing flicker of a fragile candle.  It is the pinprick of light that is the source of true, 
lasting joy, 

 
 

Peace and Blessings 
 

Deacon Steve 



 

 

          
 
   Good News to the Parishioners of Holy Trinity Church 
 

December 11, 2022 
 

 
 
1. Nathan Ogden from Meridian, Idaho relies on his custom-built wheelchair…unfortunately it was stolen 

during a Boise State football game. Nathan was not as upset as most everyone else was as they raised 
$22,000 to replace the stolen wheelchair. A matching donation allowed Nathan to establish his Wheelchair 
Foundation. 

2. A new artwork comes to the International Space Station. An “impossible object” is a fluid sculpture on 
tapestry and brass rods only visible in the absence of gravity as water will adhere to the metal structure, 
forming unique bubbles, while on earth the same water will merely dribble away. 

3. Tilos is a Greek island in the Aegean Sea and recently did away with its landfill, replacing it with a circular 
recycling system turning public waste into soil treatments…” everything gets a second life” on Tilos. 

4. Tony Atkins is a reporter for WESH-TV in Orlando, Fl. During hurricane Ian, he rescued a woman trapped 
in her flooded vehicle. Tony hoisted her on his back while standing in waist deep water. 

5. Think hard. Did something good happen this week? I’m sure it did. Then cherish that memory. Hold it in 
your heart/or in your mind; then when, things are challenging...recall that memory. 

6. Remember our gifts from God...continue to serve one another. 
7. When it comes to coronavirus...common sense is not so common...choose common sense anyway. 
8. Wearing your mask is now optional, but ushers will continue to offer hand sanitation upon entry to Holy 

Trinity Church.  
9. Keeping current with Holy Trinity...easy. Check our website for the latest news and updates at 

www.holytrinitychurchhi.org.  

Stewardship Corner  Reflection 337 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 
Just What Is Modern Christian Life? 

“It was kind of you to share in my distress.” (Philippians 4:14) 
 

These are the words of St Paul to those he evangelized in Philippi…a thanksgiving message, as it were, for the 
[perhaps] food to sustain him during his imprisonment. These early Christians knew how to demonstrate the 
virtue of empathy and the Christian way of life. We know and believe how God loves us by His sending of His 
Son, Jesus to become one like us, except in sin. Through this human existence, He entered each of our lives, up 
to and including the giving of His life. We believe He is always with us even if we do not always feel His 
presence. While we may not be in Philippi with St Paul, we have Him with us always…through the Eucharist. We 
also have the relics of those saints, who knew how to demonstrate the Christian way of life. They will assist us 
in our lives. So, when we enter Holy Trinity Church, pause at our reliquary, and reflect on these saints and how 
they might intercede in our lives. Let them become a good example of faith. Let’s emulate them. Let’s practice 
stewardship. 
 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

http://www.holytrinityhi.org


 

 

Respect Life Corner – Weekend of December 10  
 
 
                            Rejoice in the Lord, always. (Philippians 4:4) 
 
Christmas is a time for joy and a time for families. Decorations are put up, meals are 
planned, extra room is prepared for visiting family members. Families are reunited and are 
given the gift of time together. It is a time when we are more aware of what a privilege it is 
to have grandparents, siblings, aunties, uncles, cousins, and our calabash family to relax 
with and enjoy special family meals together. Family is one of our earthly joys.  Christ, of 
course, is our eternal joy.  
 
Let us each thank God for all the blessings our family enjoys and make a sincere effort to help our family mem-
bers continue to grow with Christ as their center so as to become all that God has envisioned for each of us.  
Love and care of our neighbor, our world family, is a part of God’s plan for each of us. Here are a few gift ideas 

for giving to our world family this year.   

You and members of your family would be able to bring joy to other families going through a 
traumatic time within their family by checking the box for organ donation on your driver’s li-
cense.  Information can be found at Legacy of Life Hawaii. Nationally nearly 110,000 people 
are waiting for a life saving organ! Including 400 patients in Hawaii.  

Another gift of life is (a) blood donation. The Blood Bank of Hawaii says 200 blood donors are 
needed each day in Hawaii.  There are five major donation sites on Oahu with additional sites on the neighbor 
islands and at various blood drive locations.  You can make a difference.  Learn more and register.  

Our Angel tree gifts the HUGS organization of Hawaii. HUGS supports Hawaii families with 
a child up to age 21 who has been diagnosed with a life-threatening illness or disease. If 
you missed the gift giving tree or want to do more, you can donate online. They are trying 
to raise $4,000 by December 31 for respite nights.  HUGS’ respite nights give parents and 
caregivers the opportunity for personal time away from the demands of caring for a seri-
ously ill child. hugshawaii.org  

Continue your Advent journey in your home with your prayers through the Magnificat booklet, the St. Andrew 
Novena prayer, and song and prayer around your Advent candles. Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 
“If you want to bring happiness and peace to the whole world, go home 
and love your family.”  It is easy, to love people who are far away. It is 
not always easy to love those who are close to us. Bring love into your 
home for this is where our love for one another must start.”   
             St. Teresa of Calcutta 
  
At Holy Trinity we support and sustain a culture of LIFE. Joins us on each First 
Friday, after the 10:00 AM Mass as we pray the rosary while in adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. We appreciate the support of your prayers.   
 
If you have ideas and suggestions to share about activities or topics to pursue, 
please contact Debbie at  dkula@rcchawaii.org  
 

 
 

Deadline Dec 11- Angel Tree Cards! 
 
 
The deadline for returning your gift cards for the Angel Tree is on Sun-
day, December 11th.   

Please tape your gift card to the card you chose from the tree and de-
posit it into the gift box in the front of the Angel Tree inside of the 
church. 

https://legacyoflifehawaii.org/
https://www.bbh.org/
https://www.bbh.org/become-donor/
http://hugshawaii.org
mailto:dkula@rcchawaii.org


 

 

 
Cecilia Leilani Hunter 

 
 
The Funeral Mass for Cecilia Leilani Hunter, a long time parishioner, will be held at HTC on December 19, 2022 
at 10: 00. A private burial will follow. 

Reminder Dec 11—Marathon Sunday  

Marathon Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

 
4:30pm Saturday Dec. 10th 

 
4:30 pm Sunday Dec. 11th 

 
 

(No Sunday Morning 8 or 10:30 Mass on Dec 11) 

 
Become a Bereavement Ministry Team Member 

 
 
Many hands make light work. Over the past several years, two of our parishioners have done all the 
Bereavement Ministry work. There are many parishioners with the same skills that can do this important work. 
We need to staff this important service so that the work is spread out and it is not difficult to meet the time 
requirements. The more team members we have the more the work and be spread out, 
 
As a member of the Bereavement Ministry we: 
 

• Meet with the family to plan the Catholic Funeral Mass 

• Select readings and music 

• Coordinate date and time with Fr Mike and the choir 

• Attend the Funeral to ensure that all goes smoothly 
 
Team members need: 
 

• Flexible hours 

• Compassion and Patience 

• Organizational and Communication skills 
 

Please consider becoming part of the Bereavement Ministry team. Call the office at 808-396-0551 or mention to 
Fr. Mike that you are interested. 

HOLY TRINITY ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

TUESDAY, DEC 13 AT 7:00 PM 

Confession is good for the soul and it is a good way to get 

ready for Christmas.  

Several priests will be available for Confessions. 

Prior to the individual Confessions, there will be a short 

prayer service to prepare the penitents. 

Fr. Mike hears Confessions every Saturday morning 9-10 

am. 



 

 

Scenes from Decorating Holy Trinity—Dec 4 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to Charlotte White for the pictures. 



 

 

Special collection for Religious Retirement Fund 
 

This weekend, December 10-11 will be the special collection for the Religious Retirement Fund. This spe-
cial collection is taken up annually to provide financial resources to meet retirement and healthcare needs of 
our aging retired religious. Our religious worked for small stipends with little monetary support and as a re-
sult, many religious communities lack adequate funding.  

Today, religious organizations are facing the challenges of providing care for a continually growing number of 
elder priests, brothers and sisters. Let’s remember the religious of our youth and the education they might 
have provided. Your generosity will be appreciated.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Sunday, Dec 11, 2022
'Tis the season to be generous
Seasonal gift-giving was originally an expression of generosity
toward the needy. These days, gift-giving has become many other
things, including a source of anxiety or obligation, mindless
consumerism, one-upmanship, and often, an annual occasion of
snowballing debt. The gifts Jesus brings are different—they are
restorative, occasions of good news. Consider offering gifts that fill
hearts, not closets. Heifer International, World Wildlife Fund, and
PlanUSA are among the many organizations that accept donations
in directed ways to honor your loved ones.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-
11 (7). "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain
their sight, the lame walk . . . and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them."

Monday, Dec 12, 2022
We’re good enough for God
The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego in
December 1531 is reminiscent of the appearance of the angel
Gabriel to Mary. Juan and the young Mary were both
understandably overwhelmed by what was asked of them. In the
Gospel of Luke, Mary is “greatly troubled at what was said.”
According to later accounts, Juan told Our Lady to pick someone
of higher standing as messenger, since he was a “man of no
importance.” But by accepting the challenge, a Jewish peasant girl
became the Mother of God, and an indigenous Mexican
persevered in getting a church built in Our Lady’s honor. Today,
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City is the most-
visited Catholic shrine in the world. Think you’re not good enough
for God’s plan? Trust that God equips us all for what we’re called
to do.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-
6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 (690A). “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.”

Tuesday, Dec 13, 2022
Follow the light
Lucy, whose name means “light,” is a great saint for these
darkening days of Advent. Her name and example personify the
“light” mentioned throughout the Bible, not only Isaiah’s promises
of a future messiah—“people who walk in darkness will see a
great light”—but Jesus, who called himself the “Light of the World”,
while also calling us the same. Scandinavian celebrations of Lucy,
with a crown of candles on her head, remind us that she fed
persecuted Christians hiding in the catacombs, affixing candles to
her head in order to use both hands to serve. How will you be a
light to the world today?

MEMORIAL OF LUCY, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 (188).
“Take refuge in the name of the Lord.”

Wednesday, Dec 14, 2022
In the darkness, a great light
One of multiple doctors of the church celebrated this month, Saint
John of the Cross was a renowned priest and friar in Spain,
descended from a line of “conversos” (Iberian Jewish converts to
Catholicism). A contemporary of another Carmelite saint, Teresa
of Ávila, John was, like her, a mystic whose writings have lived far

beyond his own lifetime as classics of European literature. His
seminal work, the poem “Dark Night of the Soul,” is the basis of a
widely held tenant of spirituality involving spiritual distress as a
part of searching and growth. (We all have our “dark nights of the
soul.”) His “Ascent of Mount Carmel” is likewise widely revered. In
this season of holy joy as we celebrate the approach of the
Messiah, may we likewise honor the legacy of the humble Catholic
friar of Jewish descent whose profound and mystical faith has
inspired millions the world over.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, CARMELITE PRIEST,
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189).
“And Jesus said to them in reply, ‘Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard.’”

Thursday, Dec 15, 2022
The greatest gifts are priceless
The tradition of Christmas gift-giving can be uncomfortable for
those wanting to take seriously Catholic teaching about the
environment and consumerism. Fortunately, more and more
people are open to alternatives: gifts of time or special skills, gifts
made from household items, gifts to charitable causes in loved
ones’ names. How can you celebrate creatively, in keeping with
the spirit of Christmas?

ADVENT WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 (190). “I tell you,
among those born of women, no one is greater than John.”

Friday, Dec 16, 2022
Truly right and just
The prophet Isaiah tells the Israelites to “observe what is right, do
what is just.” No easy task, often leading us to ask for some
guidance. Fortunately, Jesus showed us the way. As we await the
celebration of Christ’s coming, take a moment to ponder some of
the examples of right and just living Jesus gave us, such as caring
for outcasts, being a healing presence, praying, evangelizing, and
forgiving. Simply put, follow Christ’s advice to love God and your
neighbor as yourself and to count your blessings, and let Christ
take care of the rest.

ADVENT WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 (191). “These
works that I perform testify on my behalf that the Father has sent
me.”

Saturday, Dec 17, 2022
Dip into God’s wisdom
Today we begin the recitation of the O Antiphons. The church
sings these seven lines during evening prayers (vespers) on the
last seven days of Advent, and also uses them as the Alleluia
Verse during the daily Mass. Each antiphon is a title for Christ
taken from the Book of Isaiah. They go back to an unknown
source some 1,500 years ago in medieval Europe, and all begin
with "O," thus known as the “O Antiphons." Take an opportunity
today to connect to this ancient tradition by enjoying sung versions
and explanations of the antiphons on the internet, starting with
today's antiphon, O Wisdom.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O WISDOM)
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193). “The
mountains shall yield peace for the people, and the hills justice.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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